Meghri: The Sweetness of the City Behind Curtains of Persimmons
[00:00:02] When you see balconies covered with orange “curtains” from afar, you know you have arrived in Meghri. But these are not ordinary curtains—they are rows of sweet oranges left to dry. In autumn, Meghri resembles a vast balcony, where every layer of drying fruit holds the sun, the taste of hard work, and the warmth of home.
The people of Meghri say that the sweetness of their city lies precisely in these dried fruits. Yet preparing them and bringing them to their final form is no easy task. Timing is essential here.
[00:00:23] “First, we peel the fruit, then we tie it with strings, and finally we hang it on the balconies to dry.”
[00:00:29] Anastas Khachatryan lives in the Pokr Tagh neighborhood of Meghri. Drying fruit has become both a way of life and a source of income for his family. He often speaks with journalists and already knows what questions to expect.
[00:00:46] Anastas says it takes about 15 days for king oranges to turn into dried fruit.
[00:00:53] “There is nothing better than sweet sujukh; in your language, we also make dried fruit from chokeberry.”
[00:00:58] The climate of Meghri is especially favorable for king oranges: the sun is warmer here, and the fruit is sweeter. Taking advantage of these conditions, Harutyun Khachatryan founded a dried fruit production business in Meghri 10 years ago. At first, he used only the harvest from his own orchard, but a year later he began purchasing fruit from local residents. Today, he owns the largest dried fruit production in Meghri.
[00:01:21] The facility is now capable of producing tons of dried fruit. During the harvest season, dozens of workers are employed.
[00:01:27] “They come from Hoktemberyan, Gegharkunik, and Yeghegnadzor. We sell in various markets, and we also plan to export to America. If the market grows a bit, it will be even better.”
One of the most remote settlements in Armenia, Meghri resembles an open-air amphitheater: on one side lies Mets Tagh, on the other Pokr Tagh. In Pokr Tagh, the courtyard of one house often serves as the terrace of another. Locals say there is something reminiscent of Venice in this layout.
[00:01:52] The historic part of Meghri is centered around the St. Hovhannes Church. The narrow streets of Pokr Tagh further highlight the city’s uniqueness. Since 2005, 19 houses in this district have been included in the list of immovable historical and cultural monuments of Armenia and are considered sites of national significance. These houses were built between 1866 and the end of the 19th century.
Preserving Meghri’s historical environment is especially important, as the main Iran–Armenia highway passes through the city. Meghri is often seen as a bridge between Christian and Islamic civilizations. Visitors are frequently guided to St. Hovhannes Church, [00:02:29] where unique examples of Armenian and Persian frescoes are combined.
There are three standing churches in Meghri and one domed church. Regular liturgies are held, serving the spiritual life of the community.
[00:02:44] The spiritual leader of the Meghri region, Raphael Khachikyan, notes:
[00:02:49] “In terms of faith, thank God, people have begun to reconnect with the Church. They are starting to realize the importance of faith, and recently it has been especially encouraging to see more young people attending services.”
[00:02:56] Meghri is unique in its colors and its light. Everything here feels just a little sunnier.

