Twelve-year-old Lukáš Has Written and Recorded an Anthem for Autistic People

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reporter: Hello, Lukáš. You are at the railway station in Prague with your class. Your journey from Vsetín was quite long.
Lukáš: Yes, it was long but we had a great time. It was good.  We played chess and cards and I looked out of the window.
Reporter: There are 25 of you, sixth-graders, here plus three teachers accompanying you. Have you rehearsed the song?
Lukáš: Yes, I think it’s going to turn out well.
Reporter: We are now going to the Czech Radio building. We must get from the Main Railway Station to Vinohrady. It’s starting to rain a bit.
Lukáš: It doesn’t matter. I’m prepared, I’ve watched the weather forecast.
Reporter: What do you think of Prague so far? You have already been here four times.
Lukáš: I’ve been here before and I love Prague. I love everything here. It’s beautiful and big. Prague has 22 administration districts, 57 quarters and a million and a quarter inhabitants.
Reporter: Can you see the sign in front of us?
Lukáš: Yeah, Czech Radio is here. I can’t wait! The other children are rejoicing and so am I. Hello.
Reporter: And here’s your guide. His name is Jan Pokorný.
Lukáš: Hello.
Jan Pokorný: Hello. Did the train arrive on time? Almost. Let’s go. I’ll go first with the bass guitar player. Let’s go through this door.
Reporter: Luky, it’s a smaller studio but it can hold all of us.
Lukáš: And what’s this?
Jan Pokorný: This is where we will be recording the song, right? That’s what I think. The microphone is ready.
Reporter: This is your microphone, Luky.
Jan Pokorný: Can we start, Luky? 
Lukáš: Yeah. 
Jan Pokorný: Three, two, one.
(Lukáš and the other children sing the song.) 
Reporter: Luky, you are twelve years old and you have written both the music and the lyrics. Your song describes the symptoms of autism, such as the fact that you don’t look into people’s eyes and don’t understand humour, but it says you can live with all of that and that you, autists, aren’t any wrecks. Did you enjoy thinking the lyrics through?
Lukáš: Well, I definitely enjoyed it. I have a wide vocabulary, which is certainly necessary. Well, and I definitely had a good time writing it.
Reporter: Would you like it to become an anthem for all people with autism spectrum disorder?
Lukáš: Well, I would be happy, you see. I would like it to motivate them and I would like the song to become famous. I would like it to help people.
Reporter: Says Lukáš Týn from Vsetín. For more details and pictures, see our website, irozhlas.cz. Veronika Hlaváčová, Czech Radio Radiožurnál.

