[00:00:12.11] Andreas Mitschitz: 
Buongiorno.

[00:00:13.07] Giuseppe Mastrolorenzo, volcanologist: 
Buongiorno. Ciao. Come stai!

[00:00:16.31] Andreas Mitschitz, narrator: 
Volcanologist Giuseppe Mastrolorenzo has invited me on a short hike. We’re heading up Monte Nuovo, which is around 150 metres high. The mountain rises directly in front of Mastrolorenzo’s front door in Pozzuoli, a suburb of Naples. It was formed during the last eruption of the Phlegraean Fields around 500 years ago. We are, says the expert, in one of the most dangerous volcanic areas in the world.

[00:00:47.60] Giuseppe Mastrolorenzo, volcanologist: 
This is one of the most dangerous volcanic areas in the world.

[00:00:53.06] Andreas Mitschitz, Narrator: 
As we climb up a narrow, stony path towards the crater, the volcanologist speaks passionately. He criticises the authorities, saying they are not well prepared for an emergency.

[00:01:07.49] Giuseppe Mastrolorenzo, volcanologist: 
The problem is that the emergency plan only provides for the evacuation of 500,000 people. Civil defence assumes a moderate eruption. For many years, I have been trying to convince everyone, including my own colleagues, that we must expect a major eruption. In that case, the entire greater Naples area would be affected: 3 million people.

[00:01:36.71] Andreas Mitschitz, Narrator: 
Once we reach the top, we see a huge crater on one side, and on the other we have a beautiful view of the picturesque Bay of Naples. But that is precisely where the danger lies, warns the expert.

[00:01:52.97] Guiseppe Mastrolorenzo, volcanologist: 
The port of Pozzuoli would be particularly important in the event of an evacuation. But the seabed there has been rising sharply for years. This is a sign of increasing volcanic activity. And because the bay is becoming shallower as a result, the ferries will no longer be able to enter the harbour in the event of an evacuation in a few years’ time.

[00:02:18.73] Andreas Mitschitz, narrator: 
The pressure underground is rising. That is why the ground is rising, and in the past this has always been a precursor to an eruption. So says volcanologist Mastrolorenzo. How does one live with such a threat? To find out, I ask around the area near the port of Pozzuoli; a woman with a pram seems unconcerned.
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It doesn’t have much of an impact on my life. You see, I’ve got a lovely baby here. But of course, sometimes it’s more difficult and the situation can be quite stressful.

[00:02:59.35] Andreas Mitschitz, narrator: 
In a small park, a group of elderly men are sitting having coffee. One of them talks about a clearly noticeable tremor a few days ago.

[00:03:09.28] Unknown man 1: 
We’re used to it. It doesn’t happen often. It’s not the first time. For many years it’s come and gone. Perhaps Jesus can do something to put a stop to it.

[00:03:21.94] Unknown man 2: 
We feel earthquakes every week, very often. We’re used to it, ever since we were born. Of course we’re also afraid. And we have our own way of dealing with it. We spend two nights in the car and the next morning we try to carry on with our normal lives.

[00:03:46.00] Andreas Mitschitz, Narrator: 
Concern, yes. Panic, no. That is the picture that emerges here. And nobody is thinking of moving away, as an elderly gentleman confirms.

[00:03:55.21] Unknown man 3: 
But this town is so beautiful. How could we leave? I already miss Pozzuoli when I’m with my son in Rome.

[00:04:04.00] Andreas Mitschitz, Narrator: 
Do people know what to do in an emergency? What the evacuation plan looks like?

[00:04:09.57] Soundbites: 
No! No! No. No.

[00:04:13.98] Andreas Mitschitz, Narrator: 
I get on the bus and drive along the coast to the end of the Bay of Naples. The road is narrow, the traffic heavy. It’s hard to imagine what would happen here in the event of a panic. I reach Bacoli. There are still a few holidaymakers at the harbour. The beautiful autumn weather is perfect for a stroll. The small town thrives on tourism, but it too lies right in the heart of the Phlegraean Fields supervolcano. Mayor Josi Della Ragione welcomes me into his spacious office. The young politician with shoulder-length hair is well aware that people are not sufficiently prepared.

[00:04:56.43] Josi Della Ragione, Mayor of Bacoli: 
We organise meetings in churches, in neighbourhood associations, in senior citizens’ centres. We 
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[00:05:14.07] Andreas Mitschitz, Narrator: 
Awareness of the problem has nevertheless increased, says the mayor. Particularly because the number of earthquakes has risen significantly in recent years. And the mayor proudly notes that the population is growing despite the danger. This shows that some [00:05:30.00] warnings about the supervolcano are exaggerated.

[00:05:36.03] Josi Della Ragione, Mayor of Bacoli: 
Any suggestion is useful for improving the civil protection plan. But those who criticise should also propose solutions. Otherwise, it is scaremongering and creates negativity for an area where people have lived for thousands of years. We live here with our families. We are not mad, and there must be a reason for that.
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[00:05:57.78] Andreas Mitschitz, narrator: 
Back at the crater of Monte Nuovo: Volcanologist Mastrolorenzo rejects the accusation of scaremongering.

[00:06:05.91] Giuseppe Mastrolorenzo, volcanologist: 
We must be prepared at all times. However, the authorities assume that there is a warning period before an eruption. That is not true. An eruption can happen at any time, even at this very moment. They estimate 72 hours for the evacuation. There is no scientific data to support this. Civil defence simply needs that long to carry it out.

[00:06:33.48] Andreas Mitschitz, Narrator: 
It is about raising awareness. The volcanologist wants people to be prepared, just as he himself is.

[00:06:42.24] Guiseppe Mastrolorenzo, volcanologist: 
I’ve packed an emergency rucksack with the essentials for a few days.

[00:06:49.83] Andreas Mitschitz, narrator: 
The region has been through a lot: poverty, decline, mafia violence. Today, Naples is a vibrant metropolis. Tourists throng the streets, and Vesuvius can be seen from almost everywhere. A reminder: life here is a dance on the volcano.
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