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SYNOPSIS

Svédectvi jedné z rodin z vesnice Peremoha, ktera byla mésic pod okupaci ruskych vojaku
Jana Karasova / Cesky rozhlas

Zastteleni kamarddi, bombardovani i zajeti, to vSe zaZila jedna ukrajinska rodina za ruské okupace.
Kdyz na Ukrajinu 24. Unora vtrhla ruska invazni vojska, mladi manzelé — Nada s manzelem Vovou —
byli v Kyjevé. Jesté ten den se sbalili a odjeli za Nadinymi rodici do vesnice Peremoha. Ta leZi asi 60
kilometr( na vychod od ukrajinské metropole na tahu do mésta Sumy na hranicich s Ruskem. Prvni
rusti vojaci do Peremohy prijeli 28. inora. Zistali mésic. Rodina z vesnice s ndzvem "vitézstvi"
vzpomina, co jim mésic okupace pfinesl a jak ho zvladli prezit.

The Village Peremoha: Remembering the Month under Russian Occupation
Jana Karasova / Czech Radio

Friends shot dead, bombing and captivity — a Ukrainian family experienced all of that during Russian
occupation. When the Russian army invaded Ukraine on 24 February, a young married couple, Nadia
and her husband Vova, were living in Kyiv. On the same day, they packed up and left for the village of
Peremoha to stay with Nadia’s parents. The village is situated about 60 kilometres east of the
Ukrainian capital, by the road to the town of Sumy on the Ukraine-Russia border. The first Russian
soldiers arrived in Peremoha on 28 February and stayed for a month. The family from the village,
whose name means “Victory,” remember what the month-long occupation caused to them and how
they managed to survive it.
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Ukrajina se chysta na prvni soud s ruskym vojakem. Generalni prokuratura ho vini z vrazdy
neozbrojeného dvaasedesatiletého civilisty v Sumské oblasti. Mrtvé civilisty a 32 dnii okupace ma
za sebou taky vesnice Peremoha nedaleko Kyjeva, ktery se Rusové snazili netispésné dobyt bieznu.
Jak Zivot s ruskymi vojaky v ulicich vypadal? Kolik po sobé zanechali zbytecnych obéti? Pfimo na
Ukrajiné v kulisach rozbombardovanych domt mi o tom vypravéla jedna z mistnich rodin. U

dnesniho Zaostfena vas vita Jana Karasova.

ja: Nada, jeji manzel Vova a tatinek Oleg stoji na cesté mezi vesnici Peremoha a Ruslanov na vychodé
od Kyjeva. Jeden z ruskych tankl tady zasahla strela, skoncil na dvé ¢asti Uplné spaleny. No a Nada
ma plan, Ze na délo, které tady rozrazilo svodidla, povési vlajku Ukrajiny jako symbol vitézstvi.

Nada: Ta vlajka, kterou povésime... tak mé v ni srazila tramvaj, kdyZ mi bylo jedenact. Bylo to pfi
mistrovstvi Evropy ve fotbale v roce 2012. Byla jsem v ni zabalena a v Kyjevé mé srazila tramvaj.

ja: Z auta si vytahuje Zebrik. Vlajku se podaftilo vyvésit a ted' jesté je potieb a zabit specidlni ceduli —
nazev vesnice. Peremoga, neboli vitézstvi...

ja: Je slune¢na nedéle 24. dubna. Pravoslavné Velikonoce. Pfesné pred dvéma mésici — 24. Unora - na
Ukrajinu vtrhla ruska invazni vojska. Nada s manZelem Vovou byli v té dobé v Kyjevé. Jesté ten den se
sbalili a odjeli za Nadinymi rodici do vesnice Peremoha. Ta leZi asi 60 kilometr( na vychod od
ukrajinské metropole na tahu do mésta Sumy na hranicich s Ruskem. Nada cekala, Ze rusti vojaci se
objevi pfimo v centru hlavniho mésta a Ze na vesnici by se pfed nimi mohli schovat. Nadin manzel
Vova se tam pridal k mistni domobrané. Ukrajinskd armada se mezitim opevnila za vesnici smérem na
Kyjev na druhém brehu ficky Trubiz. Most, ktery pres ni vedl, vojaci vyhodili do povétti. Nervozni klid
vydrzel ve vesnici celkem Ctyfi dny. Prvni rusti vojaci do Peremohy pfijeli 28. Unora.

ja: Stojime tady na troskach mistni trznice s Vovou, ktery mi ukazuje sklep, ve kterém se skryvala
domobrana. Pod troskami tady zahynulo osm lidi. Mohl tu byt i devaty, to mohl byt Vova.

Nada: Byl S$éfem domobrany. A domobrance zastrelili ve stejnou dobu, kdy k nam pfiletéla raketa
Grad. Prisli k nim a vSechny postfileli. Vova ale odjel domu hasit poZar po dopadu rakety. Kdyby
k nam nespadla, tak by byl s ostatnimi domobranci mrtvy.

Vova: Nestihl jsem se sem vratit. KdyZ se tady zacalo bojovat, tak jsem byl bez zbrané a nestihl jsem
dobéhnout zpét. Stacila minuta a skoncil bych jako ostatni.

Zahynulo tady celkem osm lidi, jeden z nich byl rusky vojak, pét ¢leni domobrany a dalsi dva lidi. A
ted' se tady divame na diru v zemi, zni¢enou budovu, jsou tady i pfinesené kytky. Na zemi se tady vali
kousky cihel, dfeva, ocelovych konstrukci a skelné vaty. Je tady i rozbité auto, které na ¢elnim skle
diry po strelbé. Pfed autem tady stoji i détska sedacka.

Nada: Prvni den, kdyZ Rusové pfrisli, tak jsme cekali, co bude. Zacala se $ifit rizna Septanda. Dostavaly
se k ndm rdizné prekroucené informace. Ze Rusové chodi diim od domu, Ze stfili muzZe, 7e berou
auta...
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Ukraine is getting ready for the first trial of a Russian soldier. The General Prosecutor’s Office has
accused him of murdering an unarmed 62-year-old civilian in the Sumy area. Dead civilians were
also left behind after 32 days of occupation of Peremoha, a village near Kyiv, the capital city, which
the Russians unsuccessfully tried to conquer in March. What was life with Russian soldiers like?
How many needless dead did they leave behind? | was told about it in Ukraine, with bombed
houses for background, by one of the local families. Welcome to today’s Zaostfeno. My name is
Jana Karasova.

Documentarist: Nadia, her husband Vova and father Oleg are standing on the road between
Peremoha and Ruslanov, two villages east of Kyiv. A Russian tank was hit by a missile here, broken
into two parts and burnt totally. Now, Nadia is planning to hang a Ukrainian flag, as a symbol of
victory, on the cannon that hit the guardrail. Nadia: The flag we’re going to hang here... | was
wearing it when | was hit by a tram at the age of eleven. It was during the 2012 European Football
Championship. | was wrapped in it and got hit by a tram in Kyiv.

Documentarist: She takes a ladder out of her car. The flag has been hung and now it’s time to attach
a special sign saying “Peremoha,” which is the name of the village and which means “victory.”

Documentarist: It is a sunny Sunday, 24 April, Orthodox Easter. Exactly two months ago, 24 February,
Ukraine was invaded by Russian troops. At that time, Nadia and her husband, Vova, were in Kyiv. On
the same day, they packed their things and left for Peremoha to stay with Nadia’s parents. The
village is situated about 60 kilometres east of the Ukrainian capital, on the road to Sumy, a city on
the Ukraine-Russia border. Nadia thought that the Russian soldiers would appear in the centre of the
capital and that she and her husband could be safe in the village, where Vova joined the local militia.
Meanwhile, the Ukrainian army fortified itself outside the village, in the direction to Kyiv, on the
other side of the Trubizh River, having blown up the bridge over it. The village remained quiet,
though nervous, for four days. The first Russian soldiers arrived in Peremoha on 28 February 2022.

Documentarist: We are standing on the ruins of the local marketplace with Vova showing me the
cellar where the militiamen were hiding. Eight people died under the ruins and Vova could have been
the ninth.

Nadia: He was head of the militia. And the Russians killed the militiamen at the same time that a
Grad missile hit a place near our house. The Russians came and shot them all. But Vova had gone
home to put out the fire after the missile hit the ground. If it had not fallen down near our house, he
would have died with the other militiamen.

Vova: | didn’t manage to return. When the fighting started, | didn’t have a weapon and | didn’t
manage to run here. Just a minute earlier and | would have died with the others.

A total of eight people died here: a Russian soldier, five militiamen and two other people. Now we
are looking at a hole in the ground and a destroyed building. Someone has put some flowers here.
There are pieces of brick, wood, steel structures and glass wool. There is also a damaged car with
holes after bullets in its windscreen. There is a child seat in front of the car.

Nadia: On the first day when the Russians arrived, we had no idea what would happen. There were a
lot of rumours. We got different misinformation, such as that the Russians were going from house to
house, shooting the men and stealing cars...
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ja: Zadna ruskd navitéva se ale zatim nekonala. A raketa, kterd zachranila Vovu od smrti na zakladné
domobrany, diim tésné minula.

ja: Tady jesté v plotu maji diry po tom, co na pole, které maji za domem, dopadla raketa Gradu.
Tlakova vina jim dokonce zkfivila branku.

Vova: Tady to je ulomek z Gradu, ktery k nam pfiletél. A tady je néjaky dalsi. Je na ném znacka... Jesté
musime zjistit, co to je za zbrané... Ale toto jsme posbirali na zahradé.

ja: Od té chvile, kdy pfriletéla na pole za domem ruskad raketa, byla rodina bez elektfiny. V ulicich
Peremohy se na zac¢atku brezna objevila ruskd vojenska technika a vesnice se ocitla pfimo na bojové

linii. Rusové se podle otce Olega pokusili ukrajinskou obranu na druhé strané fi¢ky Trubiz prolomit
nejmin trikrat. Cela rodina se prestéhovala do sklepa.

ja: Néco tady skrabe. Jdu tady po Zebtiku do sklepa. Je to takova mistnost velikd tak dvakrat tfi metry.
Maji tady zavareniny. Jsou tady v jednom rohu brambory a pani Olja mi ukazuje, Ze jich tady jesté
bylo vic a naskladali na né matrace a na nich spali. A potom taky méli matrace, na polickach ve
kterych jsou ted' zavareniny.

Olja: Prvni den jsme tu spali v Sesti, sedmi lidech. Tady jsme méli brambory a ¢ervenou fepu. Trochu
jsme to porovnali a zakryli. Tady ty police byly taky zakryté, na téch se spalo. Nastésti mame dost
matraci. Tak jsme tu naskladali matrace a spali jsme na nich.

ja: V nésledujicich dnech se otec Oleg, Nada i Vova prestéhovali zpét do domu a doufali, Ze kdyz
zacne ostfelovani, stihnou dobéhnout do sklepa. 8. bfezna se bez plynu a bez elektfiny ocitla celd
vesnice.

Oleg: Mame vlastni studnu. Kdyz je elektfina, tak mame i vodu. Elektfina ale nebyla. Ale méli jsme
elektricky generator. Poustél jsem ho tak na dvé tfi hodiny denné.

Olja: V celé ulici byla voda pravé jen u nas. Sousedi k ndm pfinesli kybliky. Na dvé hodiny denné jsme
zapnuli generator a vSem jsme nabrali vodu. A ten, kdo mél, tak k nam nosil benzin.

Nada: Vsichni z ulice si k nam taky chodili dobijet telefony.

ja: KdyzZ se ale Nada chtéla pfipojit k internetu nebo nékomu zavolat, musela do podkrovi domu.
Rodina se brzo naudila podle zvuku rozeznavat, odkud a kterymi zbranémi vojaci stfili.

Nada: Byla jsem v patfe, tak najednou... Tak bézim dold. Sly$im, jak stfileji gradem ze strany od
Rusanova... A i kdyzZ byli ve vesnici, tak taky ostrelovali gradem. Na zahradu ndm néco pfiletélo,
k rybniklim a k firmé, co je za nasim domem...

ja: Ruskym raketdm neunikl ani mistni dfevény kostel. Ten tady podle Olega stoji uz od 19. st. a preiil
1. a 2. sv. valku. Ale ted ve sténé ma obfi diry, rozldmané drevo, vysklena okna. Dira po jedné z raket
je asi metr od vchodu do kostela.

Knéz Olexandr: Spadlo to tu 5. bfezna. Ale poskodilo to jen ¢ast kostela. Pozdéji na néj stfileli pfimo
tanky. KdyzZ na zacatku pfiletélo néco dovnitf, tak to jen porozbijelo okna.
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Documentarist: However, no Russian visitors came at that time. And the missile that had saved Vova
from death at the militia base missed the house narrowly.

Documentarist: They still have holes in their fence caused by the Grad missile hitting the field behind
the house and the pressure wave even bent their gate.

Vova: This is a fragment of the Grad missile. And here’s another one. There’s a mark on it. We must
find out what kind of weapon it was... This is what we picked up in the garden.

Documentarist: After that missile hit the field, the family was without electricity. Russian military
vehicles appeared in the streets of Peremoha at the beginning of March and the village found itself
on the battle line. According to Nadia’s father, Oleg, the Russians tried to break through the
Ukrainian defence on the other side of the Trubizh at least three times. The whole family moved into
the cellar.

Documentarist: There’s something scratching. | am climbing down the ladder into the cellar. Itis a
room of about two by three meters. They have some preserves here. There are potatoes in a corner
and as Olya explains, there were more of them and they put their mattresses on them. And they also
had mattresses on the shelves on which there are now preserves.

Olya: On the first day, there were six or seven of us sleeping here. We had potatoes and beetroot
here. We levelled them a bit and covered them. Those shelves were covered, too, and we slept on
them. Fortunately, we had enough mattresses, so we put them in here and slept on them.

Documentarist: On the next days, Oleg, Nadia and Vova moved back into the house, hoping that if
shelling started, they would be able to run to the cellar. On 8 March, the whole village was without
gas and electricity.

Oleg: We have our own well. If there’s electricity we have water, too. But there was no electricity.
Fortunately, we had a power generator. | would turn it on for two or three hours a day.

Olya: We were the only ones who had water in the whole street, so the neighbours would come here
with buckets. We would turn on the generator for two hours a day to pump water for everyone. And
those who had petrol would bring it to us.

Nadia: Everyone in this street would come here to charge their phones.

Documentarist: However, if Nadia wanted to connect to the Internet or make a call, she had to climb
to the attic. The family soon learned to tell by the sound where the soldiers were shooting from and
what weapons they had.

Nadia: | was upstairs and suddenly... So | ran downstairs. | heard them shooting missiles from
Rusanov... and they would use missiles even if they were in the village. Something fell into our
garden, near the ponds and near the business behind our house...

Documentarist: Neither did the local wooden church remain undamaged by Russian rockets. Oleg
says it has been here since the 19" century and survived both the First and the Second World War.
But now there are huge holes in its walls and there is broken timber and broken windows. One of the
rockets left a hole in the wall about a meter from the entrance.

Priest Olexander: It fell down here on 5 March but it only damaged a part of the church. Later on
they shot at it from tanks. At the beginning, when something flew inside, it only broke the windows.
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ja: Batoska Olexandr. Dvere jsou zabednéné, ale skvirami ve dvefich se ted divam na neskute¢nou
spoust. ZUstavaji tam vevnitf ikony, stoly, rGzné obrazy, ale mezi ni jsou kusy tramu, kusy mfize,
vSechno je prevracené, polamané. Uprostred teda zlstal viset lustr.

Knéz Olexandr: S ruskymi vojaky se nejde domluvit. Ptal jsem se jich, proc€ tu vSude zaparkovali svou
techniku a oni na to: Ja si myslim, Ze na kostel nebudou vasi utocit... KdyZ pak Rusové stfileli na kostel

z tank(, tak jsme méli Stésti, Ze nic nezacalo hotet. Spadlo to na zem, ale nevznitilo se to. Jinak by
nam shofrel cely kostel. Hospodin ndm dal Sanci to tu znovu zbudovat.

ja: Vzpomina knéz Olexandr. V poloviné bfezna se mély otevfit humanitarni koridory. Nada a Vova se
rozhodli odjet. Bali se, Ze by mohli Vovu Rusové najit a pomstit se mu za to, Ze byl v domobrané.

Vova: Lidé chtéli odjet z vesnice sami. Ale auta Rusové ostfelovali. Na internetu se objevila
informace, zZe odtud odjelo pét aut, Rusové je pustili a pak je rozstfileli. Byly v nich i déti. Potom tu
zacala panika. Rusové tvrdili, Ze na auta stfilela ukrajinska armada. Potom ozndmili, Ze oteviou zeleny
koridor. Nagi znami jeli... Rekli jim, at na misté nechaji auto, telefony a véechnu elektroniku a
nasednout do autobusu, ktery je odveze. Ale viibec nevédéli, kde skondi... taky je mohli odvést

do Ruska.

Oleg: A u druhého koridoru fikali, Ze autobusy nepfijedou, ale Ze pusti auta.

Vova: Takto se to Sitilo mezi lidmi. KdyZ se to dostalo k nam, tak jsme se zabalili, sedli do auta a, jak
jsme vyjeli, tak v centru vesnice se uz zacala tvofit kolona... dlouha kolona. Vyjizdime z vesnice a
Rusové nam tikaji, Ze za kolonu nemaiji Zadnou odpovédnost a jestli nas cestou nékdo rozsttili, tak to
je na nas... Nada se ptala ruského vojdka, jestli jet nebo nejet, kudy to bude bezpe&né. Rekl ji:
zUstante tady, tady to bude bezpecné. Domluvili jsme se, Ze i tak pojedeme. A sotva jsme vyjeli, tak
vidime oficidlni ukrajinskou kolonu. Méli pIné autobusy lidi, my jsme se k nim s auty pridali a odjeli
jsme.

ja: Vypravi Vova. Z vesnice se podle odhadu mistnich evakuovalo 70 procent lidi. Bézné ma Peremoha
pfiblizné 1200 obyvatel. Na zacatku valky se ale rozrostla. Na venkov se totiz pfijely - podobné jako
Nada a Vova - ukryt nékteré rodiny z Kyjeva. KdyZ pak chtéli zase z vesnice odjet, ne vSem se to
podatilo. Zlstala tfeba rodina s péti malymi détmi. Chtéli se evakuovat, ale kdyz se rozsitila zprdva, ze
autobusy nepfijedou, vratili se domU a pak uz ve vesnici uvizli, vypravi Olja.

Olja: Cela ulice jsme jim vypomahali. My mame kozy, tak jsme jim nosili mléko. Taky vajicka do slepic.
Méla jsem néjaké zasoby jidla, tak jsme pomdhali.

Oleg: K domu té rodiny Rusové z jedné strany postavili tank, z druhé obrnény transportér... Tak jsme
si fikali, Ze pokud zacne ten tank stfilet, tak pfijde odpovéd. A vdomé je pét déti....

ja: Oleg a Olja se shoduiji, Ze polovinu vesnice okupovali mladi rusti branci, ktefi do valky jit nechtéli a
neméli ani motivaci opravdu bojovat. Byli to podle nich jesté déti. Osmnactileti kluci, ktefi se nestacili
divit, Ze je ve vesnici plyn
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Documentarist: The door is now boarded up but | am looking through a crack in it at the
unbelievable scene of devastation. There are icons, tables, different pictures, pieces of timber and
iron bars and everything is upside down and broken. Only the chandelier is still hanging in the
middle.

Priest Olexander: You can’t make an agreement with Russian soldiers. | asked them why they had
parked their vehicles here and they said: “We think your troops won’t attack the church...” When,
later on, the Russians were shooting at the church from their tanks, we were lucky that nothing
caught fire. The projectiles fell down but didn’t catch fire. Otherwise, the church would have burnt
down. The Lord gave us a chance to rebuild it.

Documentarist: Says priest Olexandr. In mid-March, humanitarian corridors were supposed to be
opened and Nadia and Vova decided to leave. They were afraid that the Russians might find Vova
and take revenge on him for having been in the militia.

Vova: The people wanted to leave the village themselves, but the Russians would shoot at their cars.
There was even information on the Internet saying that five cars had left this place and the Russians
shot them to pieces. There were also children in those cars. So, panic set in. The Russians claimed
that it was the Ukrainian army who had shot at the cars. Then they announced that a new corridor
would be opened. Our friends left... They were told to leave their car, telephones and any other
electronic devices there and get on a bus that would take them away. But they had no idea where
they might wind up. They could have been taken to Russia...

Oleg: And regarding the other corridor, they said there would be no buses but that they would allow
cars to pass through it.

Vova: That was the way information spread among people. When we heard about it, we packed up
and got into the car. As soon as we set off, the traffic in the centre of the village was tailing up. When
we were leaving the village, the Russians told us they were not responsible for that line of cars and if
someone shot us into pieces on our way, it would be our responsibility... Nadia asked a Russian
soldier whether to go or not and which way was safe. He said: stay here — it will be safe here. In spite
of that we agreed to go on. And we had hardly set off and we saw an official Ukrainian convoy. There
were buses full of people, so we joined them with our car and drove away.

Documentarist: Says Vova. The locals estimate that 70% of the people left the village. Normally,
Peremoha has about 1,200 inhabitants but at the onset of the war its population increased as some
families — like Nadia and Vova — had come from Kyiv to hide there. If they wanted to leave the village
later, not all of them succeeded. For example, a family with five small children had to stay. They
wanted to be evacuated but when the news spread that no buses were coming, they got stuck in the
village, says Olya.

Olya: Everybody in our street helped them. We have goats and hens, so we would give them milk
and eggs. | had some food supplies, so we helped them.

Oleg: The Russians parked a tank on one side and an armoured personnel carrier on the other side of
that family’s house. We thought, if the tank starts shooting, there will be a response, and there are
five children in the house...

Documentarist: Oleg and Olya agree that a half of the village was occupied by young Russian
conscripts who hadn’t wanted to go to war and had no motivation to fight. They say they were still
kids. Eighteen-year-olds who were taken aback when they saw there was a gas pipeline in the village

Prix Bohemia Radio | Vinohradskd 12, 120 99 Prague 2 | Czech Republic | www.prixbohemiaradio.cz



http://www.prixbohemiaradio.cz/

a kazdy ma v domé sprchu. Nejdriv pfichazeli a ptali se, kde jsou ve vesnici nacisti. Pak se nékteri
vraceli a prosili, jestli si mGZou hrat se psy, vzpomina babicka Valentina.

Valentina: Jeden vojak fika: Ja jsem k vdm pftisel v miru, ja vas nezabiju. A pta se: Mate vino? Vim, Ze
mate... Tak fikdm Olje: Jdi a nelej ndm vino. Olja pfinesla tfi skleni¢ky. Ndm nalila po trosce a jemu
plnou. Jesté se ujistoval, jestli ho neotravime. Tak jsem odpila z jeho sklenicka a on ji pak vypil. V tu
chvili zacal minometny utok. Olja se chtéla jit schovat do sklepa. A ja tomu vojakovy fikam, at se taky
schova. A on na to: Jaky je rozdil mezi tim, jestli mne zabiji tady nebo jinde? Odpil z dalsi sklenicky a
fika: Kolik nasich hoch( tady uz umrelo. Takovy dobfi kluci... Ani to vino nedopil, zacal plakat a fika: Je
mi tficet let a mam pétiletého syna. Vy mate déti, vnuky a ja uz svého vlastniho syna neuvidim...
Zoldnér to byl. Nemél préci, tak se nechal najmout do vélky, aby si vydélal penize. Tricet let mu bylo.

ja: Vétsina Zoldnéra se ale podle rodiny chovala mnohem krutéji. Oleg tvrdi, Ze mezi nimi byli Rusové
i muzi ze stfedni Asie. Méli pod kontrolou druhou polovinu vesnice. Olja Fikd, Ze se tam bali chodit i
branci z jejich ulice. Cim bliZ k centru vesnice, tim vic rozstfilenych a ohofelych doma, dér po stfelbé
v plotech a stop po vojenské technice na zahradach a polich.

ja: Rusové tady taky nechali nasprejované rlizné vzkazy. A jeden z téch vzkazi fika: maj granat bude
v tvém sklepé. Pravé v téch sklepech, ve kterych se tady lidé schovavali pred ostrfelovanim a
bombardovanim....

ja: Babicka Valentina je sama Ruska. A je na to hrda. Mladych ruskych brancd je ji ocividné lito.
Zaroven dodava, Ze si je jista, Ze pokud by dostali od velitell pfikaz ji zastrelit, tak ji zastreli. Na
velitele je neskutecné nastvana. A na své znamé z Ruska taky. Nevéfi ji, co vSechno Rusové na
Ukrajiné zpUsobili. Nevéri ji, ani vypravéni tom, jak rusti vojaci znicili vesnici, ve které ona sama Zije.
Vzala proto telefon a zacala rozsttilené ulice natdcet a komentovat. Videa a fotky ddva na internet.

(zvuk videi z tiktoku)

ja: Nejvétsi horor pro rodinu pfisel par dnt pred koncem ruské okupace. V té chvili samoziejmé nikdo
z nich netusil, Ze se ruska vojska z vesnice stahnou.

Olja: Pfisli k ndm dom vojaci, vypadali jak FSB: Ukazte ndm auto! Tak se podivali na auto a odesli. A
druhy den okolo obéda uz pfisli pro Olega. UZ o né vSechno vime — jakym jezdi autem, jakou ma
prezdivku...

Oleg: Presné... jakou mam prezdivku, kde pracuju, jaké mam jméno i ptijmeni... Poslali nds — mné,
Zenu, babicku — na rlzné strany. Ja jsem musel do sklepa. Slysel jsem, jak bouchaji automaty na
poklop. Sedim tam a sly$im stfelbu z automat(i za domem. Zenu u? neuvidi§. Ani ses s ni nerozloucil.
No a pak po par minutdch mozna deseti: Pojd ven. Odvedli mne na konec ulice, kde stali dalsi muzi a
postavili mne do fady u plotu. Rekli: ,Pozor, telekviz pokrauje. Pozor, otdzka: Kdo zna Oleha Fidele?
To je moje vesnicka prezdivka. Jeden mistni Fekl, Ze mne znd. Ze jsme byli 28. tinora v domobrané a
Ze jsem rozkazal hazet Molotovovy koktejly po autech, co prevazeji naftu. Potom mi svazali ruce.
PribliZil se jeden z vojaka a fika: No tak povidej. J4 na to: UZ jsem vam fekl, Ze Zzddné Molotovovy
nebyly. On na to, Ze mi bude stfilet na nohy. Tak jsem mu na to rekl, at radéji stfili do hlavy.
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and that everyone had a shower in their house. At first they would come and ask where the Nazis
were in the village. “Then some of them would come back here and ask if they could play with our
dogs,” says grandmother Valentina.

Valentina: A soldier said: “I have come here in peace. | won’t kill you.” And he asked: “Do you have
any wine? | know you do...” So | told Olya: “Pour us some wine, please.” She brought three glasses
and poured both of us a bit and a full glass for him. He wanted to make sure we wouldn’t poison him,
so | drank a bit from his glass and then he drank it all. At that time, mortar fire started. Olya was
going to hide in the cellar and | told that soldier to hide as well. He replied: “What difference does it
make whether they kill me here or somewhere else?” He drank a bit more wine and said: “So many
of our boys have already died. Such good guys...” He didn’t even drink up and started crying: “I'm
thirty and have a five-year-old son. You have children and grandchildren and | will never see my own
son again...” He wasn’t a mercenary. He hadn’t had a job so he had joined the army to make money.
He was thirty.

Documentarist: However, the family members say that most mercenaries were much crueler. Oleg
says that there were Russians as well as men from Central Asia among them. They controlled the
other half of the village. Olya says that even the conscripts from his street were afraid to go there.
The nearer the village centre, the more houses shot into pieces and burnt, the more holes in fences
and the more traces left by military vehicles in gardens and fields.

Documentarist: The Russians left different messages sprayed on the walls. One says: “My grenade
will be in your cellar.” It was in their cellars that people would hide from shelling and bombing...

Documentarist: Grandmother Valentina is Russian and she is proud of it. She obviously feels sorry for
the young Russian conscripts but she adds she is sure that if they were ordered to shoot her, they
would do so. She is terribly angry with their commanders and with her friends in Russia. They don’t
believe her when she says what the Russians have done in Ukraine. Neither do they believe her story
of the Russian troops having destroyed the village where she lives. That is why she started making
videos of the village streets with her phone and commenting on it. She posts her videos and photos
on the Internet.

(Sounds of videos on TikTok)

Documentarist: The worst horror for the family came a few days before the end of the Russian
occupation. At that time none of them had any idea that the Russian troops would leave the village.

Olya: Russian soldiers came to our house, looking like FSB agents. They said: “Show us your car!”
Then they looked at our car and left. On the next day, around lunchtime, they came here to get Oleg,
saying: “We know everything about him: what car he drives, what his nickname is...”

Oleg: Exactly... what my nickname is, where | work, my first name and surname... They sent us —
myself, my wife and granny — to different places. | had to go to the cellar. | heard them banging the
cover with their submachines. | was sitting there and heard submachines shooting behind the house.
“You'll never see your wife again. You didn’t even say goodbye to her.” And a few minutes later: “Get
out.” They led me to the end of the street where other men were standing and they lined me up at
the fence, saying: “The TV quiz goes on. Who knows Oleg Fidel?” That’s my nickname in the village. A
local said that he knew me and that on 28 February we had been in the militia and that | had ordered
them to throw Molotov cocktails at cars transporting diesel. Then they tied my hands. A soldier
approached me and said: “Go ahead and tell us!” | replied: “I have already told you there were no
Molotovs.” And he said he would shoot at my legs, so | told him I’d rather be shot in the head.
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A on na to odpovédél, co Ze jsem takovy hrdina. Jak se topici stébla chyta, tak fikam: Myslite si, Ze
kdybych mél na srdci néjaky hrich, tak bych neodjel pfi evakuaci? A ten vojaka na to, Ze jsem neodjel,
protoze mam hospodafrstvi. A ja Ze hospodarstvi je hospodarstvi a Zivot je Zivot... Za to, jak jsem s tim
vojakem mluvil, mi svdzali ruce, zakryli mi o€i a pak jsem slySel: Co tady s timto? — Ten je na odepsani.
A pak mne vedli za ruku pryé&. Cepice mi zakryvala o¢i, ale pod nohy jsem vidél.

ja: Oleg mé ted vede cestou, kterou ho rusti okupanti svazaného, se zakrytyma ocima, vedli predtim,
nez ho tedy dali do takové dodavky. ...Ted se divame pres plot na staré nakladni auto, ve kterém Oleg
stravil 3 dny zavieny ruskymi vojaky.

Oleg: Posadili mne tam, svazali mi ruce vepredu, svdzali mi nohy a zavreli dvere. VeCer mi nabidli
jidlo, ale nechtél jsem. Jen vodu. Mdm totiZz nemocné srdce po infarktu. Pfinesli mi tabletky, které mi
mély pomoct, a taky néjaké staré bundy, abych do rdna neumrznul. Vecer se jeden z nich pfisel s tim,
Ze vecer prezijes, ale rano pro tebe pfrijde FSB a pak ty tabletky uz ani nebudes$ potfebovat.

Olja: Ja ani nedokaZu popsat, jak mi bylo. Prvni dny jsem byla jako v transu. Jen jsem opakovala:
Mami, on tu neni. Mami, on tu neni. Nic jsem nedélala. Nemohla jsem ani pit ani jist. Nedokazala
jsem sedét na jednom misté.

Oleg: Cekal jsem na rano. Napil jsem se vody, byla chladnd. Pfes noc v ldhvi zamrzla. Otevreli dvefe,
ale j& jsem se tfepal. Ptaji se mé&: Pro¢ se tfepe$? Rikam: Co myslite pro¢? Tomu se zasmali a donesli
deku. Pak jsem slySel rozhovor. No, tak ukaz mi toho zhare. Proc jsou tam ti zastreleni a tenhle je
nazivu? Oni se snatzili zapdlit nase kluky. Pak odesli. Za hodinu se vratili a vojak mi fika: Posun se. Mél
jsem svdazané nohy, ale pomohli mi, abych se posunul, a dali ke mné dalSich Sest lidi. Ty muZe zavreli
kv(li ostfelovani ruskych pozic z ukrajinskych minometa. Hledali ty, ktefi pomahali pfi stielbé s
navadénim. Podezielé davali na jedno misto, a pak ¢ekali, jestli v noci budou stfilet minomety nebo
ne. Ale minomety stfileli i tak. Prosedél jsem tam tfi dny, oni dva.

ja: Nada mezitim dostala zpravu, Ze vSéem uvéznénym se podafilo utéct. Nakonec se sice ukazalo, Ze
to byla fdma, alespon na chvili ale mamu a babicku uklidnila. KdyZ se pak Oleg nepfisel ukazat, ani se
neozyval, strach se zase vrétil.

Babicka: Jeden vecer - Oleg uz byl dva dny pry¢ — fikdm Olje. Na nic uZ nebudeme ¢ekat, zitra rano
zajdu za ruskym velitelem. A pozadam ho, jestli zeté zabili, at mi daji jeho télo. A jestli je Zivy, tak aby
mne k nému pustili a j4 mu mohla donést Iéky.

vvvvvv

jestli spatfi pohyb, tak hned zacne stfilet. Ostatni ndm davali najist, pfinesli ndm vodu. KdyzZ jsme
prosili o toaletu, pristavili ndm tam kybl. Byli tam i dva strazni, od kterych jsem slysel, jak oteviené
sprosté nadavaji Putinovi. Byl tam néjaky Stab... moznd to byla provokace. Kdo vi... Dalsi hlidaci
donesli palacinky, ale vodu ndm nedali. Tabletky na srdce mi nosili... pravda... a ptali se: Jak je na tom
vase srdce? No a pak — kolem c¢tvrté rano slys$im, Ze nékdo tuka. Hlidac¢ pfinesl jidlo, byl takovy trochu
podrazdény. My s chlapy mu fikdme: Pro¢ nas tady drzite? Pustte nas. Hlidac fika: Chlapy, nebojte se.
Vy budete Zit, ale my asi tézko. Putin nds vSechny hodil pres palubu. A sprosté naddval a jesté dodal:
My Zit nebudeme. A taky fika: Odejdeme za tfi hodiny, ja vdm odemknu dvefe. Driv ale neotvirejte.
Pokud vyjdete dfiv, bude to vas problém. Pocitejte, jak odejdou dvé
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And he asked why | was being such a hero. Clutching at straws, | said: “Do you think that if | had done
anything wrong, | wouldn’t have left during the evacuation?” The soldier said | wouldn’t have left
because | had a homestead. And | replied that a homestead is a homestead and life is life... To punish
me for talking to the soldier like that they tied my hands and covered my eyes and then | heard:
“What shall we do with this one? — He’s a write-off.” And then they took me away. My eyes were
covered by my cap but | could see the ground under my feet.

Documentarist: Oleg is now taking me where the Russian occupiers led him, blindfolded, before they
put him into a van. Now we are looking over a fence at an old van where Oleg spent three days with
Russian soldiers.

Oleg: They sat me down, tied my hands and legs and closed the door. In the evening they offered me
some food but | refused it. | only wanted water because my heart is not well after a heart attack.
They brought me some pills to help me and some old jackets so that | wouldn’t freeze to death
overnight. In the evening one of them came and said: “You will survive the night but in the morning,
the FSB will be coming for you and then you won’t need any pills.

Olya: | can’t even describe how | was feeling, the first days | was in a trance. I'd only keep saying:
“Mom, he isn’t here.” | didn’t do anything. | could neither eat nor drink. | couldn’t even sit still.

Oleg: | was waiting for the morning to come. | drank some water — it was cold as it had frozen in the
bottle during the night. They open the door but | was trembling. They asked: “Why are you
trembling?” | replied: “Why do you think?” They laughed and gave me a blanket. Then | heard a
conversation: “Show me that arsonist. Why have those men been shot and this one hasn’t? They
tried to burn our guys.” Then they left. They returned in an hour and a soldier told me: “Move a bit.
My legs were tied so they helped me move and put six more people into the van. Those men were
locked up because they had shot at Russian troops from Ukrainian mortars. The Russians were
looking for those who had helped to guide the mine shells. They put the suspects in one place and
then waited whether there would be any mine shelling. But there was mine shelling in spite of that. |
spent three days there; they were there for two days.

Documentarist: In the meantime, Nadia got a message saying that all the imprisoned men had
managed to escape. In the end it turned out to be a rumour but at least she calmed down her
mother and grandmother for some time. But when they hadn’t even heard from Oleg, the fear was
back.

Granny: One evening — Oleg had been away for two days — | told Olya: “Let’s not wait for anything
tomorrow. I’'m going to see the Russian commander tomorrow. I'll ask him to give me my son-in-
law’s body if they killed him. And if he’s alive, I'll tell them to let me see him so that | can give him his
medicine.”

Oleg: The guards took turns. They were different... One was kind of tougher. He said | wasn’t allowed
to move and if he saw any movement, he would shoot. The others gave us some food and water.
When we asked for the toilet, they’d give us a bucket. There were also two guards who | heard
swearing openly at Putin. It might have been some provocation, who knows... Other guards brought
us pancakes but no water. They gave me some heart pills and asked: “How’s your heart?” And then,
around four in the morning, | heard someone knock. The guard was bringing food and was kind of
irritated. We asked him: “Why are you keeping us here? Let us go.” He replied: “Don’t worry, guys.
You will stay alive while we probably won’t. Putin has thrown all of us overboard.” And, swearing
badly, he added: “We won't stay alive. We will be leaving in three hours. I'll unlock the door for you.
But don’t open it before that. If you come out of here earlier, it’s your problem. As soon as two
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kolony, pak muzete ven. Cekdme ty tfi hodiny... poslouchdme... Slyéime prvni kolonu - odjela. Druha
kolona — hodné aut, hodné zvukd. SlySime néci rozkaz: Posadko, nastupte do aut. Pak uZ bylo ticho —
tak jsme vysli ven.

Nada: A jak tata vysSel zkontrolovat, jestli Rusové opravdu odesli, tak tam nasel benzin. A jak mame
ten generator, tak jesté Rustim ukradl benzin.

ja: To bylo 30. bfezna. Ruska armada se z vesnice stahla.

Oleg: Tricatého jsme jesté nikam nesli, ale slyseli jsme, Ze uz pfijeli nasi vojaci. O den pozdéji uz
prijizdéli i dobrovolnici, humanitarni pomoc... hodné humanitarni pomoci... technici kvili
odminovani... tady bylo hodné min.

Olja: Ja jesté tfi dny, co uz to byli nasi, spala ve sklepé. Az pak jsem se vratila do domu.

Babicka: Jeden den jsem se pak v noci probudila a slySim zvenku hukot jako by vystrel. Kfi¢im: Oljo,
do sklepa, stfileji. A pak ke mné pfijde zet a uklidriuje mne: Babicko, to je bourka. A pak slySim, jak
zacalo prset.

ja: Zivot Nadiny rodiny se postupné zacal vracet k predvaleénému rytmu. Pied Velikonoci se jim
narodilo klzle. Nada s Vovou zase zacali jezdit na navstévy. Ne vsichni z Peremohy ale méli takové
Stésti. Jeden dlim ve vesnici znicila raketa az na zaklady. Na misté zbyly jen trosky a kusy cihel po celé
zahradé. Ve sklepé zemrela Zena, ktera se tam pred ruskym ostrelovanim ukryvala. Olja taky vypravi
o matce, ktera hledala syna, o kterém vibec nevédéla, co se s nim stalo. Zmizel 1. brezna.

Olja: Mésic ta Zena hledala, prosila lidi, aby ji vzali na cestu, kudy jela kolona, Ze mozna bude nékde
tam. Pfed par dny prohledavali trosky obchodu a nasli ho tam zavaleného.

ja: Nadina rodina napoditala, Ze ve vesnici zemfelo nejmin 20 lidi. Bud' skondili v troskach domi po
ostrelovani, nebo je podle rodiny rusti vojaci pfimo zastrelili. Deset mistnich lidi jesté pribuzni
pohtesuji. Po bojich tu ale zlstala i téla mrtvych ruskych vojaka. Jesté nékolik dnl po osvobozeni
vesnice zlstdvala v pfikopu u zniceného mostu.

ja: stojime pred jdmou, kde podle Olega bylo nékolik ruskych vojaku, kteti tady zemfreli. A taky misto,
kterému fikaji ruka druzby, protoze ruka jednoho z téch mrtvych trcela, prestoZe ostatni byli prekryti
hlinou. Ale ted jsou ta téla vykopand, odvezena jinde.

ja: Muze, ktery privedl ruské vojaky k Olegovi, pred nékolika dny zacaly vySetfovat ukrajinské urady.
Podle Nadi mu hrozi a7 15 let vézeni. Slo o jednoho z mistnich lidi. S ruskymi okupanty ho podle ni
seznamil spolubydlici, ktery jim prodaval alkohol.

Tolik tedy unikatni svédectvi z vesnice Peremoha, ktera proZila mésic pod ruskou okupaci. Natacela
tam a dobry poslech dal$iho vysilani Ceského rozhlasu Plus pieje Jana Karasova.
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convoys have left, you can get out.” We had been waiting and listening for three hours. Then we
heard the first convoy leave. Then the second one: lots of car, lots of sounds. After that we heard a
command: “Soldiers, get in the cars!” Then there was silence, so we got out of the van.

Nadia: And as dad went to check whether the Russians had really left, he found some petrol. So,
because we have that power generator, he stole the petrol from the Russians.

Documentarist: That was on 30 March. The Russian troops withdrew from the village.

Oleg: We did not go anywhere on the 30" but we heard that our soldiers had arrived. A day later,
volunteers with lots of humanitarian aid arrived. And so did mine clearance technicians. There were
lots of mines.

Olya: | kept sleeping in the cellar for three more days after our soldiers had arrived. Only then did |
return into the house.

Granny: One night | woke up and heard a noise from outside — like a shot. | shouted: Olya, get into
the cellar! They’re shooting.” But then my son-in-law came and calmed me down saying: “It’s only a
storm, granny.” And then | heard the first drops of rain.

Documentarist: Nadia’s family’s life gradually began to return to its pre-war rhythm. Before Easter,
their goat had a calf. Nadia and Vova started visiting them again. However, not everyone in
Peremoha was that lucky. A house in the village was totally destroyed by a rocket. Only ruins and
pieces of brick were left all over the garden. A woman died in the cellar, where she had been hiding
from the Russian shelling. Olya also told me a story of a mother looking for a son and not knowing
what happened to him. He disappeared on 1 March.

Olya: She spent a month looking for him, asking people to take her to the road that the convoy had
taken, hoping he might be there. They found him a few days ago under the ruins of the local shop.

Documentarist: Nadia’s family counted twenty dead people in the village. They either died under
house ruins after shelling or they were shot by the Russian soldiers. Ten locals are still missing. The
bodies of dead Russian soldiers were also left here — they remained in the ditch near the destroyed
bridge for a few days after the village had been liberated.

Documentarist: We are standing in front of a pit where Oleg says several dead Russian soldiers were.
It is a place they call the “Arm of Friendship” because one of the dead soldiers’ arm was sticking out
while the others were covered by earth. But the bodies were dug up and taken elsewhere.

Documentarist: A few days ago, Ukrainian authorities began to investigate the man who led the
Russian soldiers to Oleg. Nadia says he might be sentenced for 15 years. He is a local who was
introduced to the Russian invaders by his roommate, who sold alcohol to them.

That is the end of this unique report from the village of Peremoha, which lived under Russian
occupation for a month. It was recorded by Jana Karasova for Czech Radio Plus.
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