2 reports from ‘Radiolur’ at a Czech festival, 2,376 km from Public Radio

[00:00:00] Recently, the Prix Bohemia Radio, an annual event organized by Czech Radio, was held in Olomouc. Anna Harutyunyan, a journalist for the “Radiolur” news and analytical program of Public Radio of Armenia, participated in the festival this year. She brought two reports from Yerevan to Olomouc—one about the 2024 flood in Alaverdi, and the other about Sergei Parajanov being awarded the title of “National Legend of Ukraine.”

[00:00:45] “My European colleagues from Public Radio of Armenia, 2,376 km west of Radiotun, are presenting the report I prepared. They have difficulty pronouncing my last name and apologize several times. We are listening to my report with English subtitles, which I prepared a few months ago on an ordinary working day. It never even crossed my mind that I would one day discuss it with foreign colleagues in this eastern Czech city.

[00:01:27] The Prix Bohemia Radio festival is one of the largest events organized by Czech Radio. According to the organizers, its goal is to highlight the role of public broadcasters operating in different European countries. This year, the festival—held for the 41st time—received more than 100 applications. The authors of 10 radio stories from 7 different European countries were invited to Olomouc.

[00:02:05] One of the reports presented at the festival focused on the flood that occurred in Alaverdi in May 2024 and its consequences. The report, titled ‘A 40-Day-Old Baby Survived the Flood and Returned to Karkop: A Village Reflects One Month After the Disaster,’ tells the story of a newborn who was forced to leave his flooded home in the first days of his life and returned to his native village with his older sisters a month later.

[00:02:44] The report, presented in the festival’s ‘News Report’ category, had previously been reviewed, discussed, and evaluated by a European jury composed of experienced journalists and editors from international news services. They were particularly impressed by its vivid descriptions and distinctive Armenian character.

[00:03:14] The second report presented at the festival, titled ‘Parajanov Is a National Legend of His Third Homeland, Ukraine,’ drew particular attention from the Ukrainian participants. They listened with interest to an Armenian radio story about their beloved film director, presented in Ukrainian. I had to convince them for quite some time that this extensive work had been completed in just one day.

[00:03:52] The five-day festival concluded with a clear conviction: knowledge of languages is not always necessary to understand a radio story. Even a story told in a foreign language can be understood if the full expressive power of radio is used. Through sound alone, one can tell stories about the war in Ukraine, the growing number of immigrants in Europe, or natural disasters in Armenia.

[00:04:29] Now you are listening to another radio story that I am preparing in Armenia, in Yerevan—more precisely, at Radiotun. I am telling you about what happened in the Czech city of Olomouc, without even knowing what fate this story will have.”

