SPEAKER_04 (00:00:04 - 00:00:19): By the Antioch Gate, one of the main entrances to Aleppo’s old city, around 30 young women and men gather on a Saturday evening among street vendors. These people are clearly not heading to the market for eggs or olives.
SPEAKER_03 (00:00:22 - 00:00:29): For us this is part of the post-war healing process. We try to arrange walks every Saturday.
SPEAKER_04 (00:00:31 - 00:00:41): Antoine Makdis belongs to Aleppo’s Christian minority and is about to show these young Aleppo citizens another aspect of life in the historic centre.
[bookmark: _GoBack]SPEAKER_03 (00:00:43 - 00:00:57): This tour today is about, meeting local people who will show us how they used various corners of the old city for their childhood games. In the historic cities of the Middle East, we don’t have playgrounds, so people came up with their own games.
SPEAKER_00 (00:01:06 - 00:01:27): 0:00:00
Armenian Zila Demirjian, who lives in Aleppo, helps Antoine with the organisation.
Speaker 2
We want young people from Aleppo to get to know their city better. Even if they come here, they know nothing about where particular doors lead or what awaits them inside. Young people are curious, of course they are, but they don’t know where to start. And we give them sort of like a starting point.
SPEAKER_04 (00:01:27 - 00:01:32): We set off from the main souq into one of the alleys in the old city and meet Amm Amir here.
SPEAKER_04 (00:01:34 - 00:01:53): He is one of the local residents, and Antoine contacted him specifically for today’s walk. Amm Amir tells us that in the alley with a small square at the top of the steps he used to play a game with sticks called Toosh. Jamil, a student of the architecture of Aleppo, is listening attentively.
SPEAKER_02 (00:01:57 - 00:02:06): I come from Aleppo, but I don’t really know the old city. So I want to learn more about it. My generation couldn’t come here because of the war.
SPEAKER_04 (00:02:08 - 00:02:18): When the Syrian civil war began, Jamil was in first year at school. For the next 14 years, he had no chance to visit the old city, where fighting was taking place.
SPEAKER_02 (00:02:20 - 00:02:28): In 2008, Aleppo was the capital of Islamic culture. There were many educational activities here, but my generation has never experienced that.
SPEAKER_04 (00:02:32 - 00:02:51): We move on to another alley in front of a small mosque. Two large mulberry trees grow here and Amm Amir uses his heel to make a small hole under one of them. He hands out marbles. Kuličky in Czech! I tell the others that as a child in the Czech Republic I also used to play marbles. 
Marbles.
SPEAKER_04 (00:02:54 - 00:03:38): Antoine enthusiastically tells everyone that Czechs play marbles too, which sparks great curiosity. And when I add that the word for a small hole in Czech sounds almost like the word used in Aleppo, I win them over. In the local Arabic dialect, the word for a small hole is “joura”. After becoming acquainted with the street games of old Aleppo, Antoine takes us to a farewell stop at one of Aleppo’s old ice cream shops, which, unlike marbles, most of these young people know well. They also know the local speciality, namely ice cream in a cocoa wafer called “bochoco”. From Aleppo, Štěpán Macháček, Czech Radio.

