[bookmark: _Hlk240552983]Reporter – 00:00
The story of the animals begins on Christmas Day, December 25. Halmı Hayrula takes his flock out to graze on a hilltop known to tourists for the remains of the medieval Moniak fortress. The place is steep, surrounded by rocks, and as far as the eye can see below, there are deep ravines.
On that warm December day, a tourist climbs to the top with his dog, and upon seeing the sheep, it starts chasing them. The animals scattered in all directions. Five of them fall into the ravine, three die, while the other two manage to cling to a narrow rocky ledge nearly 200 meters below the summit. And there they survive for three months without food or water. During that time, one of the sheep gave birth.
The first attempt to rescue the sheep was made by local firefighters. Due to the steep terrain and high risk, the mission was unsuccessful. The owner, Halmi, even gave up trying to seek further help. That was until the two public media Bulgarian National Radio (BNR) and Bulgarian National Television (BNT), reported the case to the Wildlife Rescue Centre of “Green Balkans.” Climbers immediately arrived on site to plan the upcoming operation. At that time, Dr. Rusko Petrov from Trakia University was not optimistic.

Dr. Rusko Petrov – 01:10
“The place is quite risky, very dangerous. The chances of these animals being rescued are very small, but we will still try, because every living creature should be given an attempt and a chance to return to the place it came from.”

Reporter – 01:24
Residents of the nearby village of Shiroko pole, close to the peak, had mixed opinions about the rescue operation.

Survey quest – 01:30
“I don’t even know how they’re going to rescue them. Will we be able to save them? I do not believe it! Who is going to go down there? Let the climbers go down and free them… I believe they will succeed! I believe it because people are like that, they want to help, and they are looking for more climbers, saying ‘let’s help. There seems to be a chance. Hopefully!”

Reporter – 01:46
On the day of the operation, 19 young men and women began work on site early in the morning. They split into five teams. Two descended into the ravine, while the others secured them. The area was monitored with drones. It was a dangerous mission due to the great height, sheer cliffs, and falling rocks.

Ambient sound – 02:04
radio communication - “Team 4, do you hear me? – Yes, we hear you. – Good, whoever can, stay down there. – You might actually scare it. – Is that from below, where is it coming from, so it can come here?”

Reporter – 02:13
After much effort, the mother sheep was caught. Slightly sedated, she was tied with ropes around her body and pulled up to the top.


[bookmark: _Hlk240553217]Ambient sound – 02:21
rescuers speaking: “/Straining/ – Come on. – Slowly, slowly. – Stay there so you do not hit her. – Should I come up a bit? – Go! – /Straining/ – Wait!”

Reporter – 02:27
After that, the operation was repeated with the lamb. The student Viktoria Lyubenova was the first to take the little one and place it next to its mother.

Ambient sound – 02:36
rescuers speaking: “Oh my God, what a baby! – Come on, to its mother. – Is it a boy or a girl? – A little girl.”

Viktoria Lyubenova - “I was very happy, we had high hopes that we would manage to bring them all out alive. It was very scared, very stressed. We gave it some time to catch its breath, since we had carried it up in a bag, and now we have placed it next to its mother so it can nurse. It’s doing well, considering it hasn’t seen people until now.”

Reporter – 02:55
The nearly five-hour rescue operation left the climbers exhausted. Stoyko Stefanov said it was very difficult.

Stoyko Stefanov – 03:02
“It was terrible. But at least we got something done.”

Reporter – 03:04
Anatoliy Kapralov, who pulled up the lamb, is also satisfied.

Anatoliy Kapralov – 03:08
“I wouldn’t say there was any special feeling, considering I carried it on my back for a while climbing the rocks, then let it rest a bit because it was quite stressed, and then again. But right now I feel quite happy that we saved it along with its mother.”

Reporter – 03:21
According to the leader of the entire operation, Dr. Rusko Petrov, it was both difficult and risky.

Dr. Rusko Petrov – 03:26
“You could say it was both difficult and not so difficult, and risky. What we were able to do, we did. Perhaps the mother and her maternal instinct saved both herself and the little lamb. The other animal jumped down. Whether it is alive, we do not know. When we were gathering the ropes, there was noise from below. If the animals used to graze here, there is a chance that one might make its way back, or more likely, wolves or jackals will eat it. However, we did everything that depended on us. Maybe the real heroes are Toni and Stoyko, because they took on very, very risky work. Not so much me as them, they’re young climbers, and they went up and down several times.”



[bookmark: _Hlk240553366]Reporter – 04:03
The risk was everywhere, Dr. Petrov said.

Dr. Rusko Petrov – 04:05
“Even here, where we are sitting… you can see - there’s a 300 - 400 meter drop beneath us, so at every moment, in every place, each team was in a risky position. But when there is discipline, when there is order, when this is built over years - I have young people here I’ve worked with since the ninth grade, from technical school, and later as students. When you work with a well-formed team, a team that listens to your advice, things turn out, as you can see.”

Reporter – 04:33
Immediately after the operation, the rescued mother sheep and lamb were taken to the pen with their flock. They were very weak and dehydrated.

Dr. Rusko Petrov – 04:41
“We placed an infusion system on the animals, as they had no access to food and water for nearly two months. The lamb is in quite good condition, while the mother is very, very weak.”

Ambient sound – 04:51
voice of the owner of the sheep and the doctor - “Can I release her tomorrow? – Yes, you can release her. And don’t give her too much water for now.”

Dr. Rusko Petrov – 04:56
“The next few days they will remain under observation, but with these two animals everything will be absolutely fine.”

Reporter – 05:02
Dr. Rusko Petrov said this. He received thanks from the owner Halmi, whose wife prepared an entire tray of mekitsi for the rescuers. Thus, the two animals spent their first calm night in safety after three months.

Halmi Hayrula – 05:16
“The sheep is fine, a bit thin, but that’s normal, there was no grass. Overall, they are fine. I want to thank Rusko and the team here; they did everything possible, they saved them. I am happy.”

Reporter – 05:27
Halmi Hayrula said this and promised not to sell the sheep for Easter.

Ambient sound – 05:31 - Sound of sheep bleating

Reporter – 05:35
Therefore, this story ended, capturing the attention of thousands of people in Bulgaria. Many followed it live online. A story with a successful ending and a lesson that acts of kindness can bring people together. For Early on Sunday – Valya Apostolova.
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