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SYNOPSIS

PFisti stanice Hlavak
Ivona Remundova, Walter Nagy / Cesky rozhlas

Autorka dokumentu Ivona Remundova se jako dobrovolnice Iniciativy Hlavak vydava na prazské
Hlavni nddrazi, na které pfijizdéji valecni uprchlici z Ukrajiny. Skrze dalsi dvé dobrovolnice, Martinu a
Martu, rozehrava pribéh plny deziluze, kdy se z plvodniho zaméru pomahat stalo néco uplné jiného.
Proc¢ dobrovolnice zacaly pochybovat o tom, zda jejich prace ma skutecné smysl?

Next Station: Prague Main
Ivona Remundova, Walter Nagy / Czech Radio

Documentarist lvona Remundova starts working as a volunteer at Prague’s Main Railway Station,
where Ukrainian war refugees arrive. Through two other volunteers, Martin and Marta, she tells a
story full of disillusion, where the initial intention of helping people becomes something totally
different. Why do the volunteers begin to doubt whether their work really makes sense?
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Pristi stanice Hlavak - prepis

00:00:11

Volodymyr Zelenskyj:

(UA) Sehodna Russia atakovala vsju teritoriu nasej derzavy. | sehodna nasi zachisniki zrobili
duzi balans. Zachistyli...

00:00:26
Dav na demonstraci:
(UA) Odna krajina, svobodna Ukrajina!

00:00:35

Premiér CR Petr Fiala:

Tim, ze pomahdme Ukrajinctim, piece pomahame i ¢eskym obCaniim. Ti lidé k nam ptichéaze;ji
v obrovskych mnozstvich, a to je mame jako nechat na ulici?

00:00:52

Ministr vnitra CR Vit Rakusan:

Ale ti lidé sem prtichazeji zit a zahgjit tady néjakou svoji etapu zivotniho ptibé¢hu a vSichni
doufaji, nebo drtiva vétSina z nich, Ze ta etapa skonci, protoze ty jejich....

00:00:56

Martina Vanikova:

Tak to, co se v Praze na Hlavnim nadrazi odehravalo v dubnu 2022, byl opravdu jako velkolepej
socialni experiment neplanovanej, kterej by si fakt nezadal jako se Zimbardovym vézenskym
experimentem. Prosté to byla normalni hra na dozorce, obéti a tak dale, uplné jako par
excellence.

01:16:56
Jakub Horacek:
Pristi stanice Hlavak, rozhlasovy dokument Ivony Remundové a Waltra Nagye.

00:01:24

Ivona Remundova:

Je polovina dubna 2022 a j& jdu na svoji prvni sménu k Iniciativé Hlavak. Jsem troSku nervézni,
ale je tam Martina, tak snad to vSechno zvladnu. Jesté jednou si prectu ty slovicka, ty véty, co
jsem se ucila. ,,J& sluchaju vas. Chvilino¢ku povernusia z perekladecem.,, Tak snad mi budou
rozumét, to nevim teda. Tak ted’ prochazim pfizemim budovy Hlavniho nadrazi, tady se nic
nedéje, tady to vypada vSechno jesté Uplné v potadku. Tady jsou krasny butiky. Tady, kdybych
meéla troSku vétsi vyplatu, tak bych si mohla moZna néco koupit. Kdybych méla vic casu, tak
bych si tady mohla dat obti burger nebo tady n¢jakou krasnou kévu s otfiskovou pénou.

Tady piejizdim eskalatorem do 1. patra. Tak to je ono. Ty vole, tak to je trosku vic lidi, nez
jsem cekala, kolem mé& leZi na zemi asi stovky lidi. VSechno Zensky s détma. Se musim ptiznat,
ze mam takovou docela jako silnou ted’ka télesnou reakci tady na to. Jsem docela ztuhla. Tak
asi pijdu najit spi§ Martinu a zeptam se ji, co mam délat?

Next Station: Prague Main — transcript
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00:00:11

Volodymyr Zelenskyy:

(UA) Sehodnya Rossiya atakovala vsyu teritoriu nasey derzhavy. | sehodnya nashi zakhisniki
zrobili duzhi balans. Zachistyli...

00:00:26
Crowd at demonstration:
(UA) Odna krayina, svobodna Ukrayinal

00:00:35

Czech Prime Minister, Petr Fiala:

By helping the Ukrainians we are also helping Czech citizens. The people are coming here in
huge numbers, so shall we leave them in the streets?

00:00:52

Czech Minister of the Interior, Vit Rakusan:

But these people are coming to live here and start a new stage in their lives and a vast majority
of them are hoping that this phase will end because their...

00:00:56

Martina Vanikova:

What happened at Prague’s Main Railway Station in April 2022, was a really magnificent,
unplanned social experiment, which can compare to Zimbardo’s prison experiment. It was truly
a game of wardens, victims and so on.

01:16:56
Jakub Horacek:
Next Station: Prague Main, a radio documentary by Ivona Remundova and Walter Nagy.

00:01:24

Ivona Remundova:

It is mid-April 2022 and | am going to work my first shift for the Prague Main Railway Station
Initiative. 1 am a bit nervous but Martina is there, so | hope | can manage. Let me read once
again the vocabulary and phrases I have learned: “Ya slukhayu vas. Khvilinochku povernusia
z perekladekhem.” Well, I wonder whether they will understand me. Now | am walking through
the ground floor of the Main Railway Station. Nothing is happening here; everything seems to
be OK. There are beautiful boutiques. If my salary were a bit higher, I might be able to buy
something here. And if | had more time, | could have a giant burger or some delicious coffee
with nut cream.

Now, I am taking the escalator to the first floor. Yes, that’s it. Damn it! A bit more people than
| expected — there are hundreds of people lying on the floor all around me. All of them are
women with children. I must admit I’ve had quite a strong physical response to it. I’'ve become
stiff. I think I’1l try to find Martina and ask her what I’'m supposed to do.
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00:03:01
Martina Vanikova:
Cau Kasparku, prosim té ty prej nechces jit spinkat, fikal Vincent.

00:03:05
Ivona Remundova:
Martinu Vanikovou jsem poznala pied 8 lety ve Skolce, kam chodily nase déti.

00:03:13

Martina Vanikova:

Kocicko, ja ti dnes neptectu knizku, protoze ja tady budu do ptlnoci, myslis, Ze by jsi mohl jit
spinkat, ze by ti pfecetl bracha pohadku?

00:03:19
Ivona Remundova:
Martina u¢i na dvou vysokych Skolach latinu a vychovéva 2 syny.

00:03:19
Martina Vanikova:
Ne. Ja tady potiebuji jesté poméahat, vis, chvili.

00:03:19
Ivona Remundova:
Nadbytkem volného €asu tak ptili§ netrpi.

00:03:24
Martina Vanikova:
Proc¢? Protoze prosté tady dneska jsem briferka.

00:03:26
Marta Harasimowicz:
J4 mam ukrajinsky kofeny.

00:03:27
Ivona Remundova:
Martu Harasimowicz znam uz 15 let.

00:03:29

Marta Harasimowicz:

...takze j& mam cast rodiny, ktera mluvi jenom ukrajinsky, ale moje babicka, kterd i kdyz to
byla jeji matefStina, tak na nas uz nikdy ukrajinsky nemluvila. Bylo to takovy trosku, vlastné
tak takovy tabu rodinny.

00:03:44

Ivona Remundova:

Studovaly jsme kdysi stejnou fakultu, chodily na podobné demonstrace. Na rozdil ode mé Marta
v aktivité a dobrovolnictvi nepolevila. Dnes je doktorandkou Ustavu ¢eskych dé&jin Filozofické
Fakulty Univerzity Karlovy.
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00:03:01
Martina Vanikova:
Hi honey, Vincent says you don’t want to go to bed.

00:03:05
Ivona Remundova:
I met Martina Vanikova eight years ago at the school our children went to.

00:03:13

Martina Vanikova:

I can’t read a story to you, darling, because I will be here until midnight. How about your
brother reading a fairy-tale to you?

00:03:19
Ivona Remundova:
Martina teaches Latin at two colleges and is raising two sons.

00:03:19
Martina Vanikova:
No. I need to be here and help for some time, you know.

00:03:19
Ivona Remundova:
So, she doesn’t have much time to spare.

00:03:24
Martina Vanikova:
Why? Because | am a briefer here today.

00:03:26
Marta Harasimowicz:
| have Ukrainian roots.

00:03:27
Ivona Remundova:
| have known Marta Harasimowicz for 15 years.

00:03:29

Marta Harasimowicz:

... S0 a part of my family only speak Ukrainian but my grandma never spoke Ukrainian to us
although it was her mother tongue. It was a kind of family taboo.

00:03:44

Ivona Remundova:

We studied at the same college and went to similar demonstrations. Unlike me, Marta has not
slackened off in regards to activity and volunteering. She is now a postgraduate student at the
Institute of Czech History at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University.
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00:03:56

Marta Haraszimowicz:

...A je velkou vyzvou pro Ceskou spolecnost, jestli dokaze to mentalni nastaveni, ktery, jak
jsem fikala, neni upln¢ stoprocentné pohostinné, nebo ne vzdy, jestli dokaze ho zménit tak, aby
tém lidem se tady zilo dobfe, aby nedochazelo k né¢jakym konfliktim.

00:04:14

Ivona Remundova:

Jmenuji se Ivona Remundovéd, je mi 39 let. Bydlim v Praze. 10 minut chlize od Hlavniho
nadrazi. Jsem vdana, mam 3 déti a 2 prace. Za dob vysokoskolskych studii jsem byvala mirovou
aktivistkou a dobrovolnici v Indii, dnes uz skoro nic nevydrzim. KdyZ v tnoru Putin zautocil
na Ukrajinu, nebyla jsem schopna ani Cist zpravy.

Sok z valky, najednou tak blizké, kazdy fesil, jak umél. Prvni mésic valky jsem s jistou
opatrnosti poslouchala ptibehy z Hlavniho nadrazi mé blizké kamaradky Martiny. AZ mi jednou
pomohla se rozhoupat a ptidat se taky na ranni sménu Iniciativy Hlavak.

00:04:56
Aktivistka na demonstraci:
Primator mésta Praha Zdenék Hfib.

00:04:59

Primator Zden&k Hfib:

J& osobné jeste¢ dodavam, ze budu jednat s ministrem zahrani¢i Lipavskym a s ministrem vnitra
Rakusanem ohledné toho, co mize Hlavni mésto udélat pro sou¢innost s vladou ke zvladnuti té
humanitarni krize, ktera se nevyhnutelné blizi.

00:05:19
Hlaseni na Hlavnim nadrazi:
Odybovani dla pasazere z Ukrajiny...

00:05:26

Ivona Remundova:

Piibéh, ktery vam ted’ s pomoci dvou zen, dobrovolnic Martiny a Marty, odvypravim, je o tom,
jak se z ptivodniho zdméru pomahat stalo néco Gplné jiného.

00:05:39

Martina Vanikova:

Ja jsem pfisla do prace a zacali se o tom lidi bavit a ja jsem viibec nevédé€la, o co jde, protoZe
nesleduju televizi, nesleduju noviny, nesleduju nic a nezajima me to, protoze prosté si nechci
pfidavat depku do Zivota zadnou.

00:05:56

Marta Harazimowicz:

Co se tyce t¢ Ukrajiny, tak Ze uz jsem méla néjaké zkuSenosti, tak jsem védé¢la, ze
pravdépodobné zacina néjaka velka uprchlicka vina, Ze pravdépodobné se to bude ve velké mite
tykat Ceska, protoZe jsme prosté blizko. ..
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00:03:56

Marta Haraszimowicz:

And it’s a real challenge for Czech society — whether people can change that mental setting —
which is not always 100% hospitable — so that the country becomes a good place for these
people to live in and that there are no conflicts.

00:04:14

Ivona Remundova:

My name is Ivona Remundova and | am thirty-nine. I live in Prague, about 10 minutes away on
foot from the Main Station. | am married and have three children and two jobs. During my
university studies | was a peace activist and worked as a volunteer in India but nowadays | am
not as resilient as | used to be. When Putin attacked Ukraine in February, I couldn’t even read
the news.

Everybody dealt with the shock caused by the war, suddenly so close to us, in their own way.
During the first month of the war, I listened, with a bit of caution, to my close friend Martina’s
stories from the Main Railway Station. And then she helped me decide to join the morning shift
of the Prague Main Station Initiative.

00:04:56
Activist at demonstration:
The Mayor of Prague, Zden¢k Hfib.

00:04:59

Mayor Zden¢k Hftib:

| would like to add that I am going to meet Foreign Minister Lipavsky and Minister of the
Interior, Rakus$an, to discuss what the City of Prague can do to cooperate with the government
in order to deal with the imminent humanitarian crisis.

00:05:19
Announcement at Main Station:
Odybovanyi dla pasazhere z Ukrayiny...

00:05:26

Ivona Remundova:

The story that 1 am going to tell you, with the help of two volunteers, Martina and Marta, is
about an initial intention becoming something totally different.

00:05:39

Martina Vanikova:

| came to work and people started talking about it. 1 had no idea what it was about because |
don’t watch TV or read newspapers or any news whatsoever. I am not interested because [ don’t
want to get depressed.

00:05:56

Marta Harazimowicz:

In regards to Ukraine, I’d already had some experience, so I knew that a refugee wave was
beginning and that it was largely likely to concern the Czech Republic because we are simply
very close to Ukraine.
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00:06:02

Martina Vanikova:

A oni zacali mluvit a fikali, ze jako toto je hrozny ta Ukrajina, vid’ a ja jsem vibec nevédéla,
jako o co jde.

00:06:06

Marta Haraszimowicz:

To nebylo takové Cisté, ze vlastné jsou né&jaci lidé, ktefi potiebuji pomoct a ze budu jim
pomahat, protoze je to dobré, ale hodn¢ v tom byl i1 néjaky osobni rozmér.

00:06:19

Martina Vanikova:

No a pak najednou fakt jsem zacala jako sjizdét takovy to jako minuta po minuté, prosté prave
se d¢je a furt jsem jenom Cetla a Cetla a Cetla. A furt jsem si fikala, jak pomoct, jak pomoc, jak
v tomhle pomoct. A nasla jsem Hlavak.

00:06:29

Marta Haraszimowicz:

Od zacatku vlastné tu invazi, to bylo néco, co jsem hrozné prozivala. Nemam vojensky vycvik,
co umim, tak umim trosku s humanitdrni pomoci, tak jsem si fikala, ze to je né¢jaky muj také
piispévek k tomu, aby se Ukrajina nevzdavala, ze se postarame o ty lidi tady.

00:06:44

Martina Vanikova:

Elixir, totalné jako fakt kouzelnej lektvar, protoze ja jsem v momenté¢, kdy jsem tady zacala
pracovat, tak ja jsem v tu chvili prosté vypla ty zpravy.

00:06:53

Ivona Remundova:

Marta a Martina nebyly jediné, kdo citil potfebu po utoku na Ukrajinu zacit né¢jak pomahat.
Podobné smyslela spousta obyvatel Ceské republiky.

00:07:04

Reportér Ceského rozhlasu:

Kdyz ruska armada zautoc€ila na Ukrajinu, nabidla Eva Batikova v Bistru Supa-Supa v Dievéné
ulici tady v centru Plzné svym hostim ukrajinsky bors¢.

00:07:13

Eva Batikova:

Tak néjak na podporu tézké doby pro né€. Urcité se pokusim zafidit vic jidel, aby jim to
pfipomnélo to, Ze jsou tady vitani a Ze jsou doma.

00:07:21

Hlas z reportaze CRo:

A kromé¢ toho vSechny ty krabice jsou popsané ¢esky a jednak azbukou tak, aby tam kde to
doputuje, tak aby byla jednodusi orientace pro pouziti.

00:07:33 5
Hlas z reportaze CRo:
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00:06:02

Martina Vanikova:

And my colleagues started saying things like “you know what’s happening in Ukraine, it’s
really terrible,” and I had no idea what they were talking about.

00:06:06

Marta Haraszimowicz:

It wasn’t simply about me going to help some people who need help just because it was a good
thing to do. There was a personal side to it.

00:06:19

Martina Vanikova:

Then | suddenly started following the minute-by-minute news and 1 just kept reading. And |
kept asking myself how I could help —and I found the Main Station project.

00:06:29

Marta Haraszimowicz:

| took the invasion very seriously right from the beginning. I have no military training but I can
work with humanitarian aid a bit, so | thought that taking care of the refugees could be my
contribution to Ukraine not giving up.

00:06:44
Martina Vanikova:
It was like a magic potion — once | started working here, | simply stopped following the news.

00:06:53

Ivona Remundova:

Marta and Martina were not the only ones to feel they wanted to help after Russia’s attack on
Ukraine. Many citizens of the Czech Republic thought alike.

00:07:04

Czech Radio reporter:

When the Russian Army attacked Ukraine, Eva Batikova at her Supa-Supa snack bar here in
the centre of Pilsen offered Ukrainian borsch to her guests.

00:07:13

Eva Batikova:

It’s a way of supporting them in these hard times. I will definitely try to provide more meals to
remind them that they are welcome and at home here.

00:07:21

Voice from a Czech Radio report:

And all these boxes are labelled in Czech as well as Ukrainian to make it easier to use it in the
country of destination.

00:07:33
Voice from a Czech Radio report:

Prix Bohemia Radio | Vinohradskd 12, 120 99 Prague 2 | Czech Republic | www.prixbohemiaradio.cz



http://www.prixbohemiaradio.cz/

Puvodné jsme chtéli vSe dopravit do Charkova, ale to je bohuzel v dnes$nich dnech naprosto
nerealné, takze by ta zasilka méla skoncit ve Lvové, kde uz na ni budou ¢ekat 1ékafi, tak aby si
to mohli pfevzit a vyuzit.

00:07:44
Hlas z reportaze CRo:
Naéklad na Ukrajinu poveze vlak brnénského podnikatele Alberta Fikacka.

00:07:48
Zden¢k Hiib:
Je tady k dispozici odpoc¢inkova mistnost, kde je mozné tieba i se natahnout na lehatko.

00:07:52

Ivona Remundova:

pomoc Ukrajin€ trhaly rekordy, nabidky s ubytovanim pro uprchliky plnily socialni site, cesti
zpévaci zpivali ukrajinsky a pomoc na nadrazi skvéle fungovala. Lidé nosili k vlakiim
ukrajinskym détem plySacky, ale pak se néco stalo...

00:08:16
Martina Vanikova:
No pfijeli Romové. Uplné€ jednoduse.

00:08:23
Hlaseni:
Stanice Praha — Hlavni nadrazi.

00:08:25

Martina Vanikova:

Na tom bylo nejlepsi na tomhletom rozdélovani jako bilych Ukrajincti od Romd, bylo pro mé
teda zvlastni, ze jsem vlastné nevédéla jak to vlastné nazvat. Ze jsem nevédéla jak nazyvat
ukrajinské Romy od ukrajinskych a ted” jako mné to pfislo divny fikat jako bilych lidi. To mi
viibec jako neslo pies pusu. Zaroven jim fikat Ukrajinci versus Romové mi piislo vlastné jako
taky hrozné divny.

00:08:48

Marta Haraszimowicz:

A potom je samoziejmé velka otazka, jak se vyporaddme s témi ukrajinskymi Romy, ktefi casto
pfichazi ze skute¢né vyrazné kulturné€ odlisnych podminek.

00:08:58

Martina Vanikova:

Protoze mnoho téch Rom se necitilo jako Romové, ale jako Ukrajinci, taky, Ze jo. TakZe tim
padem mné¢ to pfislo hrozn€ - ja jsem vlastné viibec nevédéla, co fict. Jako takze ve finale ja
jsem si pro sebe ud¢€lala skatulky Romové a ne-Romoveé.

00:09:13

Marta Haraszimowicz:

Pro tadu lidi 1 takovych lidi, ktefi tfeba nejsou néjak xenofobné a rasisticky naladéni setkani
s tou jinakosti bylo velkym Sokem.
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Initially, we wanted to transport it all to Kharkiv but unfortunately, that is just impossible these
days. So the consignment should end up in Lviv, where doctors will be waiting for it to take it
over and use it.

00:07:44

Voice from a Czech Radio report:

The cargo will be transported to Ukraine via train owned by a Brno-based businessman Albert
Fikacek.

00:07:48
Zden¢k Hiib, Mayor of Prague:
There is a relaxation room where people can have a rest lying on a folding bed.

00:07:52

Ivona Remundova:

For some time, the Czech Republic looked like the heartiest and most sympathetic country in
the world. Record-high amounts were collected to help Ukraine, social media were full of offers
of accommodation for refugees, Czech singers sang in Ukrainian and the help at the Main
Railway Station worked perfectly. People would bring soft toys for the Ukrainian children to
the trains but then something happened...

00:08:16
Martina Vanikova:
Well, it’s simple: the Romani people arrived.

00:08:23
Announcement: Prague Main Station.

00:08:25

Martina Vanikova:

The strangest thing about distinguishing the white Ukrainians from the Romanies for me was
the fact that I didn’t know what to call them. It was strange to distinguish the Ukrainian
Romanies from the Ukrainian whites. That was something I couldn’t do at all. And thinking of
“the Ukrainians versus the Romanies” seemed really odd to me.

00:08:48

Marta Haraszimowicz:

And then there is an important question: how shall we deal with the Ukrainian Romanies, who
are often coming here from significantly different cultural backgrounds.

00:08:58

Martina Vanikova:

Because many of those Romanies didn’t identify themselves as Romanies but as Ukrainians.
That was why it seemed terribly... I really didn’t know what to say. So, in the end I labelled
them as “Romanies” and “non-Romanies.”

00:09:13

Marta Haraszimowicz:

For a lot of people — even for those who are not xenophobic or racist — such an encounter with
those different people was a real shock.
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00:09:28

Rozhovor jednoho z uprchlikt s dobrovolnici:
Ja hledam informace.

Hned jdu s vami...

00:09:28

Ivona Remundova:

lidem kolem mé, co se to vlastné¢ na Hlavnim nadrazi déje. I blizci ptatelé a ¢lenové rodiny
zasazenymi zpravami z médii zacali fikat, ze uprchlikiim by se sice poméahat mélo, ale Romové
na Hlavnim nadrazi jsou piece jiny piib¢h. V Brné dokonce nékdo vynalézavy zavedl, aby u
vlaki z Ukrajiny stali policisté se Stékajicimi némeckymi ovcaky. Prosté takové krasné
moravské privitani. V Praze jsme na peronech vitali uprchliky sice bez psi, ale zato s dost
nejasnou vyhlidkou na to, jak a jestli viibec jim vlastné budeme schopni pomoci.

00:10:11

Martina Vanikova:

KACPU je Krajské asisten¢ni centrum pro pomoc Ukrajin€ a jsou to prosté ty krajsky centra,
kam lidi musi pfijit, kdyz chtéji vizum, kdyz chtéj registraci, kdyz chtéj se registrovat na ufad
prace a podobné, aby nemuseli vlastné¢ - coz je jako dobra sluzba - aby nemuseli obihat
jednotlivé urady, tak to maji vSechno na jednom misté.

00:10:28
Jeden z uprchliku fika: Davaji vizum a pojisténi na tii mésice, takze nam nam pomahaji.

00:10:34

Martina Vanikova:

Nebo tuhle jsem ubytovévala, ja jsem ted’ chvilku byla na ubytovani pracovala, tuhle pfisla jako
rodina, ubytovala jsem je kratkodob¢, a najednou druhej den, ze byli teda na KACPU, kdyz
nefungovalo vtipné to prazsky, tak jeli do Kutny hory a tam jim fekli: Vy uz mate v Mad’arsku
vizum v Mad’arsku...

00:10:49
Marta Haraszimowicz:
...Jo to byli tyhle ty...

00:10:53

Martina Vanikova:

To byli tydlecty. Vy uz mate vizum, vizum v Mad’arsku. My vadm nic neddme. Takze rodina
celd hotova, pfijela zpatky, nastésti k my kamaradce, takZe ta to se mnou fesila.

00:10:55
Marta Haraszimowicz:
Hlavn¢ oni viibec nevédéli, ze néco maj, to bylo vtipné.
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00:09:28

A refugee’s conversation with a volunteer:
I’m looking for some information.

I’1l be right with you...

00:09:28

Ivona Remundova:

Thinking back of that period of time around April and May 2022, | would say the hardest thing
was to explain to people what exactly was happening at the Main Railway Station. Even my
close friends and family members said that although refugees should be helped, the Roma at
the Main Railway Station were a totally different thing. In Brno, someone ingenious even
introduced police officers with barking German shepherds to stand by trains from Ukraine.
What a nice Moravian welcome! In Prague, we would welcome the refugees on the platforms
without dogs but with a very unclear idea of whether or not we would be able to help them.

00:10:11

Martina Vanikova:

The Regional Assistance Centre for Help to Ukraine (KACPU) is a place where people can go
to if they want a visa or registration, if they want to be registered with the Labour Office, etc.
It is a good service because they do not have to go to several different offices and can simply
get things in order in one place.

00:10:28
One of the refugees says: They give us visa and insurance for three months, so they’re helping
us.

00:10:34

Martina Vanikova:

The other day, when | was working at an accommodation facility, a family came and we
provided them with short-term accommodation. Suddenly, on the next day they went to the
Regional Assistance Centre in Kutna Hora because the Prague office was closed, and they were
told: “You already have a Hungarian visa...”

00:10:49
Marta Haraszimowicz:
Oh, those people...

00:10:53

Martina Vanikova:

Yes, those people. “You already have a Hungarian visa so we won’t give you anything.” So,
the family came back, desperate, but fortunately a friend of mine sorted it out for them.

00:10:55

Marta Haraszimowicz:
The funny thing was they didn’t even know they had any visa.
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00:10:57

Martina Vanikova:

Ano, oni nevédéli, co maji. Ten papir z Mad’arska byl skvélej. Bylo tam Istvan tatatan a mezi
tim bylo name, surname, number of passport, a date of birth, jo. No a ono se ale ukazalo, ze
neslo o nic jinyho nez o ztotoznéni. Protoze kdyz na hranicich nemas pas jako Ukrajinec, tak té
pustéj, ale musis§ dat otisk prstu a musi t€ vyfotit, aby jako méli v evidenci na hranicich néco.
To je normalni procedura. Akorat ze jak to bylo v mad’arsting, tak KACPU rovnou usoudili, ze
je to néjaky vizum a ty nemiize$ dostat vizum jako tady a tam. Takze je rovnou vyhodili, misto
toho, aby zjistovali, co to je. Takze ta Dorotka pak s nima jela na cizineckou a tam zjistili, Ze
je to teda jenom ztotoznéni. A jesté jim fikali. No neméli jste davat ty otisky prsti. A ta pani:
A co jsme jako méli délat? Nas jako, nas jako vyvedli z autobusu, fekli, ze tady date otisky
prstl a vyfotime si vas, jinak nejedete dal. Dorotka S nima jela zpatky z ty cizinecky na KACPU
a tam jim zase fekli, ne, ne vy uz mate vizum v Mad’arsku. A to teda jako a to ona opravdu
musela se svoji asertivitou fict prosté NE, cizinecka policie fekla prosté, ze tohle je v poradku
a vy nas tady... a normaln¢ je registrovali.

00:12:01

Marta Haraszimowicz:

Ale jak oni na tom KACPU pfisli na to, Ze oni maji néco v Mad’arsku? To se podivali do pasu?
Nebo...?

00:12:06
Martina Vanikova
Ne, oni nemaj pas oni proto, ze neméli pas, tak méli ten papir.

00:12:11
Zden¢k Hiib:
S pfidélenim té docCasné ochrany se fidi prdvem EU.

00:12:17
Robert Hanka:
Rozumim, ale pojd'me se bavit o tom...

00:12:20
Zdenc¢k Hiib:
V momenté€, kdyZ mate obCanstvi jiného statu EU, tak nemlZete dostat ochranu...

00:12:23

Robert Hanka:

Ale pojd'me se bavit o tom, ze to jsou Ukrajinci, z Charkova, z Odésy, ze Zakarpatské Rusi,
Maji jeden pas a t¢émdle lidem je feCeno, my vas nezaregistrujeme, jed’te do Némecka, nebo do
Mad’arska.

00: 12:33

Zdenck Hiib:

Jesté jednou, tu proceduru tidi cizinecka policie, podle pravidel, podle zakond, podle vladnich
nafizeni.
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00:10:57

Martina Vanikova:

No, they didn’t know what they had. That document from Hungary was great. It said something
like “Istvan So-and-s0” and then there was “name, surname, number of passport, and date of
birth.” And it turned out to be just an identification document. Because if you have a Ukrainian
passport, the Hungarians do let you in but you must have your fingerprints and photo taken, so
that they have some identification data. That’s a standard procedure. But because the document
was in Hungarian, the Regional Assistance Centre people thought it was a visa — and you can’t
get a Hungarian and a Czech visa at the same time. And instead of trying to find out what
exactly the document said, they threw the Ukrainian family out of the office. So, my friend
Dorotka went to the Immigration Police with them and the police found out that it was simply
an identification document. And they also told them: ““You shouldn’t have had your fingerprints
taken.” The lady replied: “What should we have done? They told us to get out of the bus and
said we had to get fingerprinted and photographed, otherwise we weren’t going anywhere.”
Then Dorotka went with them back to the Regional Assistance Centre, where they were told
again that they already had a Hungarian visa. So, she had to be really assertive and say NO,
look, the Immigration Police say it’s OK. And then the Ukrainians were finally registered.

00:12:01

Marta Haraszimowicz:

But why did the Regional Assistance Centre conclude that they had Hungarian visa? Did they
look at their passports?

00:12:06
Martina Vanikova
No, they didn’t have passports and as a result they had that document from Hungary.

00:12:11
Zden¢k Hiib:
The provision of temporary protection is governed by EU legislation.

00:12:17
Robert Hanka:
| understand, but let’s talk about. ..

00:12:20

Zden¢k Hiib:

If you have the citizenship of another EU member state, you cannot be provided with
protection. ..

00:12:23

Robert Hanka:

But let’s talk about Ukrainians from Kharkiv, Odesa or Carpatho-Ukraine. They have the same
passports and they are told, “We won’t register you; go to Germany or Hungary.”

00: 12:33

Zden¢k Hiib:

Once again: this procedure is managed by the Immigration Police in compliance with the rules,
laws and government decrees.
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00:12:40

Ivona Remundova:

Podkarpat§ti Romové ¢asto mluvi jen mad’arsky. Cést z nich je negramotna a tudiz pottebovali
pomoc, aby byli vibec schopni podstoupit ¢eské administrativni procedury. Nékteti z v letech
2010 az 2013 obdrzeli mad’arské obcanstvi. To rozdaval mad’arsky premiér Orban na tzemich,
kde ziji 1 ukrajin$ti Mad’ati. Pfipada mi, Ze to délal jako investici do preferencnich hlast ve
volbach a ze si tak mozna vytvaiel pidu pro budouci naroky na piipojeni téchto oblasti
k Mad’arsku. Jaka ironie, ze ten samy politik je dnes prodlouzenou rukou kremelskych zajmut
Vv Evrop¢ a oteviené mluvi o zachovani Cistoty ras.

00:13:37
Dobrovolnik Iniciativy Hlavéak hlasi v rustiné, Ze bude probihat desinfekce.

00:13:39

Ivona Remundova:

Poté, co u Fantovy kavarny zacalo pribyvat romskych uprchlikti, vedeni Hlavniho nadrazi
nafidilo zpiisnéni dezinfekce. Dobrovolnici hlasi, ze se musi vycistit nadrazi. Po par hodinach
spanku tak musi vSichni vstat, mamy probudit své déti i ty uplné nejmensi a nechat se vyhnat
pied budovu Hlavniho nadrazi.

00:14:04

Marta Harasimowicz:

Ta dezinfekce byla takova zahadna véc. Protoze asi dva mésice jsme fungovali GipIn¢ bez toho.
To byla doba, kdy jesté doznivala omikronova vina covidu. Protocilo se v tom help pointu za
den tieba fakt n¢kolik tisic lidi, logicky vzato by ta dezinfekce byla urcité potieba, ale nekonala
Se.

00:14:25

Martina Vanikova:

Tohle do dneska nechapu jako. Vibec ani ex post. Spoustu véci tieba chapu lip ex post, ale
tohle ne. To prosté podle mé bylo jenom c¢isty peklo.

00:14:34

Marta Harasimowicz:

Bylo nam feceno nekdy v poloviné€ dubna, Ze hygiena vyhodnotila to misto jako vysoce rizikové
a Ze se tam musi konat dezinfekce. Ze zacatku to bylo pétkrat denné.

00:14:44

Martina Vanikova:

Cela ta dezifekce a vSechny tyhle véci byly jak kdyby se rozb&hla néjaka masina a ja si fakt
nemyslim, Ze nékdo si fekl, aaa mohli bychom je budit ve ¢tyfi rano, to by jim mohlo uskodit.
To fakt ne. Ale jak kdyby najednou piestala byt ta snaha délat jim to hezky. Piestala byt ta
snaha jako délat jim to pfijemny, snesitelny.
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00:12:40

Ivona Remundova:

The Carpatho-Ukrainian Romanies often speak only Hungarian. Some of them are illiterate, so
they needed help to be able to undergo the Czech administrative procedures. Some of them
were given Hungarian citizenship between 2010 and 2013. That was given by Prime Minister
Orban to people in territories where Ukrainian Hungarians lived. He seems to have done that
as a kind of investment in election votes, preparing the ground for possible future accession of
those areas to Hungary. How ironic it is that the same politician is now acting in the interest of
the Kremlin, talking openly about preserving “racial purity.”

00:13:37
A Main Station Initiative volunteer makes an announcement in Russian, saying that disinfection
will be carried out.

00:13:39

Ivona Remundova:

After the number of Romany refugees near Fanta’s Café started increasing, the Main Station
management ordered stricter disinfection. The volunteers are announcing that they need to clean
the station. After a few hours’ sleep, everyone must get up, mums need to wake up their children
— even the youngest ones — and are forced to leave and stand in front of the Main Railway
Station building.

00:14:04

Marta Harasimowicz:

The disinfection was such a mysterious thing. There had been no disinfection whatsoever for
about two months. It was the time when the Omicron Covid wave was still reverberating.
Several thousands of people a day would pass through the Help Point and disinfection was
definitely needed but it was not provided.

00:14:25

Martina Vanikova:

That is something I still do not get. Not even in hindsight. There are many things | do understand
better in hindsight but definitely not that. In my opinion it was nothing but hell.

00:14:34

Marta Harasimowicz:

Around mid-April, we were told that the Public Health authority had assessed the train station
as a high-risk place and that it had to be disinfected and at the beginning, it was disinfected five
times a day.

00:14:44

Martina Vanikova:

The disinfection and other things gave the impression of a machine-like system kicking in. 1
really don’t think that someone said “let’s wake them up at 4am because that could harm them.”
Definitely not. But it seemed as if there was no more effort to make it all nicer and more bearable
for the refugees.
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00:15:03

Marta Harasimowicz:

A potom se néjak zjistilo, ze pro vSechny vcetné¢ ostatnich slozek, dobrovolniki je to
komplikace, tak ta dezinfekce se potom konala jenom dvakrat denné. Cas ty noéni dezinfekce
se také posouval, zahy se pfislo na to, ze vlastné Gipln¢ idedlni Cas na tu dezinfekci neexistuje,
protoze vzdycky bud’ to to bude na ukor né¢jakého provozu nadrazi a nebo na ukor klientii. A
samoziejm¢ spanek klientd asi nebyla upIné nejvyssi hodnota pro ty lidi, ktefi o tom
rozhodovali.

00:15:03

Martina Vanikova:

A najednou si fakt jako lidi neuvédomovali, co jim d¢€laji, Ze s nimi fakt nezachazeli jako s
lidma, ale jenom jako s né&jakym planem, s néjakou schedule prosté jako tady mame.
Potfebujeme dezinfikovat tii krat denné€. Aha, takze kdy to udélat. Dobie, v Sest rano. To
najednou dobrovolnici fekli ne, Vv Sest rano ne, protoze V Sest rano piijizdi vlak, ja nevim
z Kosic, nebo odkud, tak v Sest rano to nejde, tak oni tak v pét. No dobie a v pét, v pét to nejde,
to si sttidame smény. Dobry, tak ve ctyfi. No dobry, ve Ctyfi to jde.

00:15:56

Marta Harasimowicz:

Piijde mi docela zajimavé, ze otdzka dezinfekce se tam objevila spolu stim vlastné
humanitarnim problémem tykajicim se téch dlouhodobé piespavajicich romskych rodin.
Nemame zadny diikaz, ale vypadalo to tak troSku jakozto né&jaka obstrukce smérem k témto
klienttim.

00:16:15

Martina Vanikova:

A nikdo v tom nemyslel na ty konkrétni lidi a ja jsem z toho bylo prosté jenom zhrozena a
zhrozend, vzdyt jsem u toho byly spolu. TO bylo prosté hrozny. Hrozny a ty si najednou tikas,
pardon, bavime se tady o zivejch lidech, o détech prosté, o zenskych, starejch, mladejch a to
fakt nikdo nevidite, Ze to je zvérstvo? Jak se to jako pfijalo...

00:16:36

Ivona Remundova:

Zkousim si to predstavit. Mam ale takovy pocit, Ze kdybych své malé déti ukladala spat v deset
vecer a potom je uz ve Ctyfi rano budila kvili dezinfekei, tak bych si minimalné vyslouzila
navstévu pani ze socidlky. Na Wikipedii se docteme toto: Spankové deprivace je neumoznéni
dostatku normalniho mnozstvi spanku. Zpisobuje ospalost, nemoznost soustiedéni a
halucinace. Romské déti se na Hlavaku chténé nechténé musely stat odoInéjSimi a snést toho
mnohem vice, nez jejich vrstevnici v zemich Evropské unie. Sprava zeleznic zpétné tvrdi, Ze
Cas dezinfekce urcila tak, aby byla technicky mozné s ohledem na chod nadraZzi a Ze usilovala
o zajisténi dustojnych podminek pro uprchliky bez ohledu na jejich ptivod, barvu pleti a jejich
navyky.

00:17:31

Marta Harasimowicz:

Téch situaci bylo hodné. Protoze samoziejmé ukrajinska spole¢nost neni idedlni, je tam hodné
lidi, ktefi maji rasistické predsudky a zaroven v té stresové situaci pravdépodobné ty piedsudky
vychazely spis najevo.
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00:15:03

Marta Harasimowicz:

Then it was found out that the disinfection was a complication for everyone, including the
volunteers and other people, so after that it was only done twice a day. The disinfection time at
night was also changed and it turned out that there was no perfect time for the disinfection
because it was always either at the expense of some railway operations or to the detriment of
the refugees. And of course the refugees’ sleep wasn’t the highest priority for those who made
the decisions.

00:15:03

Martina Vanikova:

Suddenly, people didn’t realise what they were doing to the refugees and that they were not
treating them as humans — it was as if they simply regarded them merely as a schedule or
something. “We need to disinfect the place three times a day. So, when can we do it? 6am?
OK.” The volunteers said six o’clock was impossible because that was the time when the train
from KosSice or maybe from another place was coming. So, they said: “What about five? No,
five o’clock isn’t convenient either because that’s when the relief shift come. OK, so let’s do it
at four.”

00:15:56

Marta Harasimowicz:

| find it quite interesting that the issue of disinfection came up with the humanitarian problem
of the Romani families sleeping there for a long time. We don’t have any proof of that but it
seemed to be a kind of obstruction aimed at those people.

00:16:15

Martina Vanikova:

And nobody thought of the particular people in that situation. | was really upset and shocked —
you know, we were there together. It was simply terrible. And suddenly you think, oh, come
on, we’re talking about human beings: children, women, both old and young people; can’t
anyone see this is barbarity? The way it was just accepted was shocking.

00:16:36

Ivona Remundova:

I’m trying to imagine that. But I think that if I put my small children to bed at ten and then woke
them up at four in the morning because of disinfection, | would probably soon be visited by the
social welfare people. This is what Wikipedia says: “Sleep deprivation is the condition of not
having adequate duration and/or quality of sleep. It causes sleepiness, impossibility to
concentrate, and hallucinations.” The Roma children at the Main Railway Station had to
become tougher and bear much more than their peers in the EU countries. The Railway
Administration Office now says that the disinfection time was determined so that it was
technically possible with regard to the operation of the station and that it tried to provide decent
conditions for the refugees regardless of their origin, colour of skin or habits.

00:17:31

Marta Harasimowicz:

There were many situations like that. Ukrainian society isn’t perfect. There are a lot of racially
prejudiced people and in that stressful situation their prejudice came out more often.
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00:17:45

Martina Vanikova:

To je pravé ono. Ze ja se vlastné nemam na koho zlobit a Fict si pro¢ se neudélalo tohle fesent,
protoze tohle feseni by bylo dobry. My jsme to feSeni prosté neznali a ja ho dodneska neznam.

00:17:54

Marta Harasimowicz:

Takze téch konflikti téch takovych nejednoznacnych situaci, vlastné tézkych na zpracovani
bylo hodné. Ja musim fici, Ze jsem jeSté byla ve specifické situaci, protoze jsem taky
koordinovala praci dobrovolnikd.

00:18:05

Martina Vanikova:

Zaroven Cloveék vi, ze jako lidsky vzato to neni spravny je jako oddé€lovat, ale bylo to prosté
jednodussi. Tak ty to prosté délas, aby to bylo jednodussi, ale to Ze je to jako blby, si uvédomis
ve chvili, kdy tam pfijde nékdo novej a ty mu to fikas, ze to jako ma délat.

00:18:21

Marta Harasimowicz:

A n¢kdy vlastn¢ jsem byla i takovy hromosvod trochu, protoZze spousta nasich dobrovolnikt
m¢éla pocit, ze se romskym klientim nepomaha dostate¢nym zptisobem a byla hodné citliva ve
chvili, kdyz tam dochazelo pravé k n¢jakym situacim, ze tfeba nékdo jiny z dobrovolniki, nebo
n¢kdo z bilych, v uvozovkach, klienti mél n¢jaké kecy na adresu romskych uprchlikii a vlastné
o¢ekavali nékdy Casto néjakou razantni reakci ze strany téch koordinatoru. Ale ty nejsi tam
kvuli tomu, abys ty lidi vychovaval a abys jim fikal, Ze rasismus je Spatny.

00:19:03

Ivona Remundova:

Dobrovolnici se ptfitom museli drzet pravidel a nafizeni, kterd jim pivodni zdmér pomahat
vale¢nym uprchliklim komplikovala. Tak naptiklad bylo natfizeno, Ze by se jim neméla nabizet
kava ani cukr. Vystaci si pry 1 s neslazenym ¢ajem, protoze nadmirou cukru, nebo kofeinem by
si mohli poskodit zdravi. Hygiena zase zakazala podavat v budové nadrazi teplé jidlo a tak
dobrovolnici museli tajné vodit své klienty do blizkého parku Sherwoodu, kde se na tajiiacku
nabizel teply obéd.

00:19:03

Marta Harasimowicz:

No lezeli tam, spali, protoze i vV téchto podminkach se da spat. Nékdy objaté s maminkama, se
sourozencema, takhle rtizné délala gesta, Ze svirala ruc¢icku ve snu. Néco se jim zdalo. Na
dekach, na holé¢ zemi, na rozlozenych dekach, které byly plijceny od nas a od hasici. Ja vlastné
nevim, co k tomu fici. Na ty chodbg, kterd prosté nebyla stavénd na to, aby tam piespavalo 200
lidi. Do toho vseho to bylo 15 minut pied dezinfekci, na kterou jsme je museli vzbudit, protoze
je asi jednodusi namluvit dobrovolnikiim, Ze musi byt tak troSku policajti a nebo to fesit
né¢jakym jinym zpusobem. Ja nevim. A dnes ministr Rakusan sdili fotku Wintonovy sochy
zZ prvniho nastupisté s generickym textem o moralnim odkazu.

00:20:40

Ivona Remundova

Velkou ulevu pfineslo to, ze se k iniciativé Hlavak ptidalo ¢eskych romskych dobrovolniki i
romskych neziskovych organizaci. To pfineslo na nadrazi velké zlepSeni komunikace a také
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00:17:45

Martina Vanikova:

That’s the problem — there’s no-one I can be angry with. I can’t ask why a particular solution,
which would have been good, wasn’t used. We simply didn’t see such a solution and I still
don’t see it now.

00:17:54

Marta Harasimowicz:

There were many conflicts and unclear situations, which were hard to deal with. And I must
say [ was in a very specific situation because I coordinated the volunteers’ work.

00:18:05

Martina Vanikova:

Of course, you know that from a human point of view, it’s not right to separate the refugees
that way but it simply made things easier. So, you do it because it’s easier but you realise how
bad it is when a new volunteer comes and you are telling them to do that.

00:18:21

Marta Harasimowicz:

Sometimes | was a bit of a scapegoat because many of our volunteers felt that the Romani
refugees were getting insufficient help. They were really sensitive to situations in which another
volunteer or a white Ukrainian had some inapt remarks regarding the Romanies and they
expected a resolute response from the coordinators. But you’re not there to educate people and
to tell them that racism is bad.

00:19:03

Ivona Remundova:

Ironically, the volunteers had to observe rules and regulations that made their original intention
to help war refugees more difficult. For example, you weren’t allowed to give them coffee or
sugar. They were supposed to do with unsweetened tea because too much sugar or caffeine
could have harmed their health. And the Public Health Authority prohibited hot food from being
served within the station, so the volunteers had to take the refugees to the nearby park where
hot lunch was served secretly.

00:19:03

Marta Harasimowicz:

The children were lying and sleeping there. It’s possible to sleep even in such conditions.
Sometimes they were hugging their mothers or siblings, sometimes making different gestures,
like clenching their little fists in a dream. On blankets, on bare ground, or on spread blankets
borrowed from us or from the Fire Brigade. I don’t really know what to say to that. They were
lying in that corridor which definitely isn’t intended for 200 staying there overnight. In addition,
it was fifteen minutes before disinfection and we had to wake them up. It’s probably better to
tell volunteers that they must be a bit like the police. Or you must deal with it in a different way.
I don’t know. And nowadays, the Minister of the Interior is sharing a picture of Sir Nicholas
Winton’s statue, which is on the first platform, with a generic message of moral legacy.

00:20:40

Ivona Remundova

It was such a relief when the Czech Roma volunteers and non-profit organisations joined the
Main Station project. The result was great improvement in communication and
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castecné prekonani obrovské nediivéry ukrajinskych Romek vii¢i nam bilym dobrovolnikim
V oranzovych vestach.

00:21:00

Zdén¢k Hiib:

Ptijal krizovy $tab hlavniho mésta dnes doporuceni k tomu, aby fizenym a koordinovanym
zpusobem bylo ukonceno poskytovani té v uvozovkach humanitarni pomoci na Hlavnim
nadrazi.

00:21:15
Vit RakuSan:
Jasné tikame, ze do 31.5. se systémov¢ vyiesi problém Hlavniho nadrazi.

00:21:15

Ivona Remundova:

Na konci kvétna ale bylo rozhodnuto. Uprchlicky tdbor na Hlavéku se musel zaviit a vSichni
uprchlici se méli rozprosttit do stanovych tabort v Troji a v MaleSicich. Vedeni hlavniho
nadrazi a policie Ceské republiky nas dobrovolniky z Iniciativy Hlavak pozvali na schiizku.
Podékovali nam za dosavadni snahu a vysvétlili, ze se od ¢ervna na Hlavnim nadrazi budeme
muset kK uprchlikim z Ukrajiny chovat jako ke vS§em ostatnim béznym cestujicim. Inu, jak to
tak ob¢as v Cesku byva, kdyz nam néco nejde, tak to radsi zaviem.

00:21:54

Hlé43eni ve vlaku:

Damy a panové, nas vlak za nedlouho zastavi ve stanici Praha Hlavni nadrazi, kde svoji jizdu
ukonci.

00:22:03
Marta Harasimowicz:
Kdybychom tady méli asponi kamrlik se zdsuvkou, tak by to strasné zlepSilo naSe moZznosti.

00:22:08
Martina Vanikova:
To vis, Ze jo, jenom kamrlicek...

00:22:09

Ivona Remundova

Je Cervenec a Martu a Martinu potkdvdm na jejich posledni sméné€. Z obiiho uprchlického
tabora na Hlavaku zbyly dvé dobrovolnice s jednou skiinkou.

00:22:22
Martina Vanikova:
U nés nemaji jedla.

00:22:23

Jeden z uprchlikd:
A to neni nicevo? Ale to piti mozna?
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the Ukrainian Romani women partly overcoming their distrust of us, the white volunteers
wearing orange Vvests.

00:21:00

Zdén¢k Hiib, Mayor of Prague:

Today, the Emergency Committee of Prague has decided that the provision of the so called
humanitarian aid at the Main Station will be ended in a controlled and coordinated way.

00:21:15

Vit Rakusan:

We want to make it clear that the Main Station problem will be solved systematically by 31
May.

00:21:15

Ivona Remundova:

It was decided at the end of May. The refugee camp at the Main Station had to be closed and
all refugees were supposed to be moved to tent camps in Prague’s Troja and Malesice quarters.
The management of the Main Station and the Czech Police invited us volunteers to a meeting.
They thanked us for all our work and explained that from June we would have to treat the
Ukrainian refugees like any other railway passengers. Well, as it sometimes happens in our
country, if we are not particularly good at something, we just stop doing it.

00:21:54

Announcement on a train:

Ladies and gentlemen, our train will soon be stopping at Prague Main Station, where it
terminates.

00:22:03
Marta Harasimowicz:
If we had at least a small room with a socket, it would greatly improve our work.

00:22:08
Martina Vanikova:
Yes, that’s right. Just a tiny room...

00:22:09

Ivona Remundova

It is July and | am meeting Marta and Martina during their last shift. Two volunteers and a
cabinet — that’s all that is left from the huge refugee camp at the Main Station.

00:22:22
Martina Vanikova:
We haven’t got any food.

00:22:23

Refugee:
Is there nothing? What about something to drink?
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00:22:25

Martina Vanikova:

MoZeme.

Tak ja pfinesu ze skiinky vodu a néjaky keks.

00:22:28
Marta Harasimowicz:
Pfineses? Mame t¢ tady pockat?

00:22:29
Martina Vanikova:
Pfinesu a asi uz vratime vesti¢ky. Ono uZ je stejné pil dvanacté.

00:22:30
Marta Harasimowicz:
Aha, takze mame jit s tebou?

00:22:33
Martina Vanikova:
My pftijdom.

00:22:39
Martina Vanikova:
On totiz ten pan pfijel z Mariupole pfes Rusko a Bélorusko a Polsko sem.

00:22:44
Marta Harasimowicz:
Jo mladej chlapek, takovej, asi dvacetilete;.

00:22:45

Martina Vanikova:

A nema nic. Nema Zadny razitko. Tak si to pfedstav, utece§ do Ruska, udélas pired Bélorusko
takové kolecko a feknou ti ,,E-E*.

00:22:56
Marta Harasimowicz:
Tak on si mize teoreticky aspon pozadat o azyl teoreticky.

00:23:02

Ivona Remundova:

Od zacatku valky prijeli z Ukrajiny do Prahy na Hlavni nadrazi stovky tisic uprchlikt, mezi
nimi také par stovek ukrajinskych Romek s détmi. Podle poslednich zprav se vétSina z nich
vratila zpét na Ukrajinu, kde jako vSichni ostatni doufaji, ze valku pteziji. Marta a Martina Si
pochvaluji, Ze jsou dobrovolnické smény konecné planované tak, ze stihnou posledni metro. A

o ¢em z téch tii mésicti na Hlavaku budou jesté dlouho pfemyslet, to ukaze Cas.
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00:22:25

Martina Vanikova:

OK.

I’1l get some water and biscuits.

00:22:28
Marta Harasimowicz:
Shall we wait here for you?

00:22:29
Martina Vanikova:
I’1l get it and then we will return the vests. It’s half past eleven anyway.

00:22:30
Marta Harasimowicz:
| see, so shall we go with you?

00:22:33
Martina Vanikova:
We’ll be back.

00:22:39
Martina Vanikova:
The man has come from Mariupol via Russia, Belarus and Poland.

00:22:44
Marta Harasimowicz:
A young guy, about twenty.

00:22:45

Martina Vanikova:

And he’s got nothing. No stamp. Imagine that: you flee to Russia, travel through Belarus and
then they tell you: “NO!”

00:22:56
Marta Harasimowicz:
Well, theoretically he can apply for asylum.

00:23:02

Ivona Remundova:

Since the beginning of the war, hundreds of thousands of refugees, including a few hundred
Ukrainian Romani mothers with children, have arrived at Prague’s Main Station. According to
the latest news, most of them have returned to Ukraine, hoping — like everyone else — to survive.
Marta and Martina are glad that the volunteers’ shifts are finally planned in such a way that
they can catch the last underground train home. And time will tell what experiences from their
three months at the Main Station they will keep thinking about for a long time.
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00:23:34

Marta Harasimowicz:

Vi$ co, ja jsem o tom pied né€jakou dobou napsala jeden facebookovy status. Tak ja ti ho mozna
piectu, jo? Ty tii mésice spoustu z nas hodily do tak hluboké vody, Ze by nas ani nenapadlo, ze
vni dokdzeme plavat. Piijezdy vlakii o stovkach lidi, koordinace davii nezndmych
dobrovolniku. Stat, ktery jednou pomahal, jindy kolaboval a jesté jinde obstruoval. Pohled do
o¢i traumattim, nemocim, chudob¢ a socialnimu vylouceni, o kterych jsme si mnozi dosud leda
tak Cetli v knihach. Nevim, co po tom obdobi ziistane v mé hlavé? Pamatuji si, jak jsme se po
jedna fakt tézké sméné s tlumocniky viele objimali jak fotbalisti po dilezitém zapase. Jak jsem
spoustukrat vV noci vracela domu s pocitem, ze jsem konecné tak né¢jak na spravném miste. Ale
také ty divné sny o doprovazeni vlastni rodiny na vlak, ktery se uz nevrati. A dobrovolnika,
nabidnout maximalné tak vlidné slovo. Jsem piece jen stale historicka soudobych d¢jin a tak
jsem se na prvnim nastupisti snazila zahlédnout stiny davnych dob, téch vSech slavnostnich a
osudovych ptijezdi, které se na tomto misté odehravaly. A nakonec i my se staneme jednémi
ze stinll na prvnim nastupisti. Co bude ptibéhem, ktery se o nas bude vypravét?

00:25:04.

Jakub Horacek:

Slyseli jste rozhlasovy dokument Pfisti stanice Hlavak. Autory byli Ivona Remundova a Walter
Nagy. Hudba a stiihova spoluprace — Jan Plihal. Dramaturgie Jakub Horacek. Mistr zvuku:
Dominik Budil. Autofi dokumentu dékuji Filipovi Remundovi a Jané Karasové.
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00:23:34

Marta Harasimowicz:

I wrote a Facebook status about it some time ago. I’ll read it to you, OK? Those three months
threw many of us into such deep water that we have never thought of being capable of
swimming in. Trains arriving with hundreds of people. Coordinating a crowd of unknown
volunteers. The state that would sometimes help, sometimes collapse and at other times obstruct
us. Looking in the eye of trauma, illness, poverty and social exclusion, which we had only read
about in books before. I don’t know what memories of that period of time will remain in my
head. | remember us volunteers hugging the interpreters warmly after a really hard shift, like
footballers after an important match. | remember returning home many times feeling | was
finally more or less in the right place. And my strange dreams about seeing my own family off
at a train that would never return. And a volunteer who said he couldn’t sleep because of what
he had seen. And my embarrassment when the only thing we could offer the refugees was a few
kind words. | am a historian specialising in modern history, so on the first platform | always
tried to see the shadows of the times gone by: all those celebratory and fateful arrivals that had
happened in that place. In the end, we will also become the shadows on Platform 1. What kind
of story will be told about us?

00:25:04.

Jakub Horacek:

That was a radio documentary called Next Station: Prague Main by Ivona Remundova and
Walter Nagy. Music and editing assistance by Jan Plihal. Programme editor: Jakub Horacek.
Sound engineer: Dominik Budil. The documentarists would like to thank Filip Remunda and
Jana Karasova.
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