The Forest Is Our Relative

Reporter: When you are standing in the middle of a group of the indigenous people, listening, with your eyes closed, to their well-coordinated throats, you feel pervaded by the tune through and through. It is cohesion that forms the essence of the indigenous society and collective singing is the best invitation into the souls of the locals.
Yupuri: I would like to welcome you to our home, which you call Amazonia and which we have taken care of for twelve thousand years.
Reporter: Says one of the leading native thinkers and an expert in medicinal substances that come from Amazonia. He works at a university in Manaus, in the Brazilian state of Amazonas. The name in his ID card is João Lima, but in the language of his tribe, Tucano, he is called Yupuri.
Yupuri: For twelve thousand years, we have tended the local forests and land, managed the rivers, lakes and water, developed architectural items, improved ceramics and our medicine as well as food processing and storage.
Reporter: Yupuri explains that even those parts of the Amazonian forest that have so far been untouched by Western civilisation are not virgin wilderness in the true sense of the world. The natives have cultivated the tropical forest for thousands of years, adapting it to their needs, but they have never destroyed it. 
Marcos: The forest means everything to us. That is why our community has a rule saying it mustn’t be felled. You are only allowed to make some alterations that are necessary for you to be able to grow your own food. In your country, it would mean that you can exist and have a car and a house but you mustn’t destroy your environment, your home. That’s our model of living, which we are presenting to the world, and we are teaching people that it is possible to live in harmony with one’s environment.
Reporter: Says Marcos from the Kaingang tribe, which inhabits areas south of Amazonia. More than a quarter of Amazonia belongs to the indigenous peoples and these parts of the rainforest are usually the best managed and the healthiest. That is why the support of the native communities is regarded as a very effective way to protect the forest against mining, logging and other forms of degradation.
Karayo Eia: We have a philosophy which we call teko porã, or the art of living well. How could we live well if our forest is being felled and animals are dying? For us, living well means waking up, singing, smiling, planting, harvesting, talking to our relatives and being happy in the forest.
Reporter: Says Karayo Eia, a member of the Tupi-Guarani nation. Even though geographically, culturally and in terms of lifestyle, we are a far cry from the native people of South America, we obviously share the most essential attitudes with them. They also mostly care about having something to eat, being safe and having good relationships with their close relatives. However, unlike us, they consider trees and animals to be their close relatives as well. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Marcos: From our childhood we learn that the forest is like a relative of ours. It gives us our means of subsistence, medicines and safety. So, our relationship to it is different. For you, the forest is only economic property that can be used for getting rich, for example by felling it and starting to grow soya in its place. That is inconceivable to us. From a very early age, our parents teach us that the principle of life is collective, not individual like in your society. And when we talk about the collective, it includes not only people but also the trees, animals and rivers.
Reporter: Since the year before last, the native people of Brasil have had their own ministry, where Marcos Kaingang heads the Secretariat of Indigenous Environmental and Territorial Rights. In the next episode of this series we will be taking you to the front line of the indigenous people’s protest against the felling and burning of the rainforest. From Amazonia, Jan Kaliba, Czech Radio.
