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SYNOPSIS

Ubnnh. pwnwgeh pwngpnipiniup’ wppwjwlwnlgh wpwgnypubpnud

Wlwlp Utnphu nwnund £ Jdh Jtd wwwqwdp wwwndwd pwngpwhwd wnppwjwlwplgh
Jwpwanypubpny:

Epp htinyhg Updwpnud tu Uwpbowagnyl Juwpwagnypubpnd wwwndwd wwwnpgwdpubpp, nupbdu
wnpntl Ubnppnud Gu: Pwyg npwle undnpwywl Jwpwgnylbn 36U, w) pwngpwhwd
wnpwjwlwpleh snpwgnn 2wpbp: Wuwlp UEnphu Udwuynwd £ UGS wywwnpgwdph, npnbn shp
nwnpann wppwjwlwpuoh Juwhuwlubph wdblU 26pnnud wple Yw, w2huwwnmwlgh hwd no vnwl
obpUnLpyncl:

Ubnptghubpp wunwd BU° hptlug pwnwpeh pwngpnieintup htug wyu spbph dbe E: bul shp
wwwnpwuwnbp, wjbu yepowlbwwl inbuph pEpGu wynewl £ hbawn gnpd sk: Wuwnbin 2wwn uplnp
E wpwagnip)ndup:

Meghri: The Sweetness of the City Behind Curtains of Persimmons

In autumn, Meghri turns into a vast balcony draped with curtains of sweet oranges.

When you see balconies covered with orange “curtains” from afar, you know you have arrived in
Meghri. But these are not ordinary curtains—they are rows of sweet oranges left to dry. In autumn,
Meghri resembles a giant balcony, where every layer of fruit slowly turning into dried delicacies carries
the sun, the taste of hard work, and the warmth of home.

The people of Meghri say that the sweetness of their city lies in these dried fruits. Yet preparing them

and bringing them to their final form is not an easy task. Timing is essential here.

Meghri: Kouzlo mésta skrytého za zavojem kaki

Na podzim se arménské mésto Meghri proméni v obrovsky balkon, ktery je zahaleny zaclonami ze
sladkych pomeranc(i urcenych k suseni. Na podzim tak Meghri vidite, jak kazda vrstva ovoce, které se
pomalu méni v susené pochoutky, v sobé nese slunce, chut tvrdé prace a teplo domova.

Obyvatelé Meghri fikaji, Ze sladkost jejich mésta spociva pravé v téchto susenych plodech. Jejich

pfiprava a dovedeni do konec¢né podoby vsak neni snadny ukol. Zasadni je zde sprdvné nacasovani.
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Original script

[00:00:02] Enp hbEnyhg Updwpnud Gu LwpUowagnyl Jwpwanypubpnd ywunywd
wwwnpqwdplbnp, nupbdlu nne wpntlu UEnphnod Bu: Pwjg nphwle unynpwwl ywpwagnyubn s6u,
wyj pwngpwhwd wppwjwlwnueh snpwgnn 2wnpbin: Wuwlp Utinphu UWdwudnwd £ UGS
wwwqwdph, npuinbn shp nwnpann wppwjwlbwplugh YuwhiwlUbph wdtu 26punnud Jbo wple Y,
w2huwwnwlegh hwd ne tnwu obpdnceyndu:

UtnptghUubipp wunwd BU™ hpbug pwnuweh pwngpnieinitup hEug wju spkph dbo E: buy shp
wwwnpwuwnbp, wb ypowlwlwl inbueh pbinbip wynpwukp hbown gnpd sk Wunbin 2w Ywplenn
E wpwagnipyndunp:

[00:00:23] « UYygpnid Uhpgp dwppnud Bug, hGunn pbiGpnd wdpwglunwd, hGunn Juhunod
wwwpqwdpubpnid, np snpwiliw»:

[00:00:29] ULwuwnwu lvwswwnpjuwll wwnnud £ UENnhh ®npp rwnbnpnud: 2pugnpdncegniup Upw

punnwuheh hwdwp nwpab E wwypbuuytpw nLwwpniunh dhong: Lpwgpnnutiph hbwn £ hwéwhu

E 2thynud nL wpntl ghinh' hus hwpgbp Gug twn:

[00:00:39] Quwiju

[00:00:46] ULwuwnwul wuntd £ 15 op E wbwne, np wppwjwlwnphlep shp nwnlw:

[00:00:53] « Lwngp Ywnwynyhg jwy sh thuncd, atp (Gguny wuwd' fubnnnnhg Guge shp uwpend»:

[00:00:58] Utnnhh pLwyihdwjwywl wywjdwllbpp Uywuwnwynp Bu wppwjwluwnuoh hwdwn®
wplp wyjuintin wybih obpd £, yunnunl® wybih pwngn: 3wdh wnubing hEug wyn wnwdbinweyniup,
Swpnientt vwswunpywlp 10 twph wnwe UGnphnud sph wpwnwnnnieniu £ hhdub: Uygpnod
shpp dhwyu hp wygnt pbipehg Ep wwwnpwuwnnwd: Pwyg Jh tnwnh wug uyub E dpbpb bwl
gjnLnwghubph pbpep: Wuop Ubknhh wdbklwdtd spwilingp Upwl E:

[00:01:05] QuijL

[00:01:21] Upwnwnpwdwup wjdd innUlbwubpny E Ywpnnwunwd shp wpunwnpbp Reppwhwyweh
onpbtphU Lwuljwly w2huwwnnnubph Ywnphge £ nlubuncd:
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English script

[00:00:02] When you see balconies covered with persimmons “curtains” from afar, you know you
have arrived in Meghri. But these are not ordinary curtains—they are rows of sweet persimmons
hanging to dry. In autumn, Meghri resembles a vast balcony, where every layer of persimmons
hanging to become dried fruit holds the sun, the taste of hard work, and the warmth of home.
The people of Meghri say that the sweetness of their city lies precisely in these dried fruits. Yet

preparing them and bringing them to their final form is no easy task. Timing is essential here.

[00:00:23] “First, we peel the fruit, then we tie it with strings, and finally we hang it on the balconies

to dry.”

[00:00:29] Anastas Khachatryan lives in the Pokr Tagh neighbourhood of Meghri. Drying fruit has
become both a way of life and a source of income for his family. He often speaks with journalists and

already knows what questions we are going to ask.

[00:00:39] Voice

[00:00:46] Anastas says it takes 15 days for persimmons to turn into dried fruit.

[00:00:53] “There’s nothing better than sweet korolyok persimmons. As you would call them, we

make dried fruit from the astringent variety.”

[00:00:58] Meghri’s climatic conditions are favourable for persimmons: the sun is warmer here, and
the fruit is sweeter. Taking advantage of these conditions, Harutyun Khachatryan established a dried
fruit production business in Meghri 10 years ago. At first, he made dried fruit only from the harvest
of his own orchard. A year later, however, he began purchasing produce from local farmers as well.

Today, his is the largest dried fruit production facility in Meghri.

[00:01:05] Voice

[00:01:21] The facility is now capable of producing dried fruit by the ton. During the harvest season,

it needs dozens of workers.

Prix Bohemia Radio | Vinohradskd 12, 120 99 Prague 2 | Czech Republic | www.prixbohemiaradio.cz



http://www.prixbohemiaradio.cz/

Swjwutnwlh wdtbwhGnwynp plwlwydwintnphg dtyp® Uknphu, pwgorjw wu$bhpwwnnpl £
hhotiguncd” Uh Ynndnid Utd rawntipl £, intuncd” ®npp rwntinp: buly ®npn pwntpnd Utyh tnwl
pwyp Uincuh hwdwn Yunep £ dwnwnud: Uknptghubplu wuncd 5U° Udwl pwU Uty £ deUGinhyncd
yu:

[00:01:27] «Quwhu GU Inyunbdpbpjwlhg, AbnwpeLnUhehg, Gntguwanphg : Swnpbn
2nLjuwlubpnud hpwgunud Bup, Udtnhlyw £ jupunwhwUbuge 2nywl Jh ghy dbdwUwlw, wybih (wy
Uthuh»:

[00:01:52] UnLpp 3nghwllbu Gybntgny Upywjwunwd E UGnnhh ywwndwlwl hwwnywdp:buly
®npep rwntph Ubnthy thnnngubpp pungdnud U pwnweh InLpwhwwnynoendup: @nep pwnh 19
wnnLl 2005z.-hg pungpyywd £ 3wjwunmwlh ywundnyejwl W wynyeh wbpwnd
hnwpawllbtph gnigwynud:Ypwue hwdwpynd U hwUpwwbunwywl Lpwlwynipjwl
hnwpawllbp: FunwUwuh nubnpp Yuwnnigytb) BU 1866.-hg Uhlsl 19-pn nwiph ybnop: Uknnhh
wwwndwlwl dvhowywinh wwhwwunipynitup Ywplnpytl £, pwlh np pwnweh dhony £ wugunwd
bpwl-Rwjwuwnwl gruwynp dwjpninhl: Lunwep nhunwpyyned £ npwybu pppunnnubwyuwt W
hujwdwywl pwnwewyppniejntultpp Jhdjwlg Ywwnn onwy: UGnnh wygbinn jnLpwpwlyynip
genuw2npohyh denpbEghubpp nunnpnnud U uncpp Indhwuubu GYtntgh,

[00:02:29] npuntin JEYuinEnJwd BU hwjywlwl b wwpulywlwl npduwlwpsnipjwl hupbwunhw
Udnwubp: UGnphnod Gpbe wlagniu Bybntgh Yw W JGyp™ funbhwpduwd: Pwjg Ynluopjw
wwwnwpwaqlbtpp hhduwlwunid Jwwnnigned BU Unepp Wundwidhu ByEntgned:

[00:02:44] Utinnhh wnwnpwdw2powlh hnglenp hnyhy Stp Nw$wb pwhwlw luwshlyjwl.
[00:02:49] «3wydwwngh wnnudny, thwnp Uuwndn, uhub £ yuwwyb] GybntgnL hbwn, uyub E
ahunwygt] hwdwungh Yuplnpnipynitup, hwnwwtu yepohl 2powuncd nupwhuwih £

Gphunwuwpnutph hwowhubihnieintup wwwnwpwqubphu»:

[00:02:56] UtnnhU jnLpwhwiwnny E hp gngubpnd, hp (nguny: Wuwnbn wdBu pwl Jh ghy wybih
wplenun E:
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One of the most remote settlements in Armenia, Meghri resembles an open-air amphitheater: on
one side lies Mets Tagh, on the other Pokr Tagh. In Pokr Tagh, the courtyard of one house often

serves as the terrace of another. Locals say there is something reminiscent of Venice in this layout.

[00:01:27] “They come from Hoktemberyan, Gegharkunik, and Yeghegnadzor. We sell our products
in various markets, and we also plan to export to America. If the market grows a little, things will be

even better.”

[00:01:52] The historic part of Meghri is centered around the St. Hovhannes Church. The narrow
streets of Pokr Tagh further highlight the city’s uniqueness. Since 2005, 19 houses in this district have
been included in the list of immovable historical and cultural monuments of Armenia and are
considered sites of national significance. These houses were built between 1866 and the end of the
19th century.

Preserving Meghri’s historical environment is especially important, as the main Iran—Armenia
highway passes through the city. Meghri is often seen as a bridge between Christian and Islamic

civilizations. Visitors are frequently guided to St. Hovhannes Church,

[00:02:29] where unique examples of Armenian and Persian frescoes are combined.

There are three standing churches in Meghri and one domed church. Regular liturgies are held,
serving the spiritual life of the community.

[00:02:44] The spiritual leader of the Meghri region, Raphael Khachikyan, notes:

[00:02:49] “In terms of faith, thank God, people have begun to reconnect with the Church. They are
starting to realize the importance of faith, and recently it has been especially encouraging to see

more young people attending services.”

[00:02:56] Meghri is unique in its colors and its light. Everything here feels just a little sunnier.
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